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O the following LET TERS the Pubs 
liſher has ſubjoined the RESOLU= 
TIONS of the COMMONS relative to 
the adjuſtment of the commerciar f- 
TERCOURSE between GREAT BRITAIN and 


IRELAND, as amended by the Logs ; 
likewiſe an authentic copy of the Irrsn 
COMMERCIAL BILL, grounded on the 
above RESOLUTIONS, brought in b y Mr 
PITT, and read a firſt time in the Houſe 


of Commons on Tueſday, Auguſt 2, 
15785; which, as forming the ſubject mat- 
ter of Sir LUCIUS O'BRIEN's arguments 
in his letter, he truſts they will be ob 
ſidered as a proper addenda. 
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Si LUCIUS O'BRIEN, BAR Tr. 


Briftol, June 11th, 1785, 5 


Six Lucivs OBR IN, 


Inavr no doubt but it remains on 
your memory what paſſed between us in 
1778, when, on a free trade to the Colonies 
being opened to Ireland, I had the honour 
of negociating for the iron trade on the part 


of Great Britain, with you on the part of 
Ireland. 


B We 


[ 2 ] 

We then, as now, wiſhed ngghing but 
equality, which was the baſis of our propo- 
fals to you; and I have a pleaſure in the 
recollection of what you was pleaſed to ſay 
on that head, viz. That you was honour» 
« ably treated by the iron trade of Eng- 
land.“ | 


Leſt, from ſomething in the public prints, 
2 contrary impreſſion ſhould be made on 
your ſide the water, reſpecting the conduct 
of the iron trade on the preſent important 
treaty negociating between the two king- 
doms, I take the liberty, on public grounds, 
to write youthisletter, and declare toyou, that 
the ſame liberal opinion ſtill rules the trade. 
hey wiſh for nothing but equality, 
without aſking any compenſation for the 
lacal advantages of Ireland, which ſhe has 
a right to uſe without reſtraint, 


Ca) 

We with equal duties on the import of 
the bar, or a continuation of the equalizing 
duty to thoſe countries it was enacted for 
in 1778, or ſuch a bounty on the export of 
our wares as ſhall equalize us if neither of 
the two former propoſals could be agreed 
on. Our Adminiſtration caunt, we pre- 
ſume, promiſe for ſome, and will not for any 
one of the three. On this account we have 
carried our petitions into the Houſe of 
Commons, praying relief, and ſhall do the 


ſame into the Houſe of Lords; and on no 
other grounds have we moved on the preſent 


occaſion, 


Our with is, that the moſt friendly im- 
preſſions, each of the other, ſhould remain 
on the minds of the two countries, whoſe 
welfare and intereſt, © ſe ſua bona norinrt“ 
is perfectly indiviſible. 


B 2 I make 
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1 make ne apology for this intruſion, 
thinking theſe Declarations due to the li- 
berality of our intentions. 


I am, 
With great ref pect, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


W. GIBBONS 
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Dublin, June 29th, 178 f. 
sI R, 


I AM favoured with your letter from 
Briſtol of the 11th inſtant, which I can the 
more readily anſwer, as not only the ſub- 
ſtance, but the particular expreſſions there» 
of, were communicated ſome months ago 
to the public in a pamphlet of Lord Shef- 
field's on the trade of Ireland.* 


And as from this circumſtance, as well 
as others, his Lordſhip appears to have 
ated, in ſome degree, in conſort with thoſe 
gentlemen who have preſented the petitions 
to Parliament, to which your letter refers ; 
you will allow me occaſionally to advert to 
that publication, 

* Obſervations on the Manufactures, Tade, and Preſent 
State of Ireland, by John, Lord Sheffield, Dublin Edition, 
page 225; &c. | . 

I muſt, 


IS 

I muſt, however, firſt expreſs the plea- 
ſure I feel in again acknowledging, that ſo 
far as I was connected with the negocia- 
tions of 1778, I thought myſelf honourably 
treated by the gentlemen concerned for the 
iron trade of England; not that I was 
ignorant at that time, that of the iron 
conſumed in Britain, and exported from 
thence, one third-part was made from the 
ore at home, and which ought therefore 
to have been taken into conſideration, if 
the object of that day had been to eſtabliſh 
a rule of perfect equality between theſe 


two kingdoms. 


Neither was I uninformed the heavy 
articles of iron ware, ſuch as rod iron, 
hoops, and nails, &c. were the only ones 
which Ireland could have any hope of ex- 
porting under the regulations of that day, 
and that in theſe a ton of rod iron, or of 


hoops, required little more that 21 cwt. of 
bar 


(To i | 
bar iron, nor a ton of nails more than 24 
or 25 'cwt. and conſequently that 30 cwt. 
the average then ſtruck for every ſuch ton 
of manufactured iron, was by no means a 


juſt equivalent, 


I did then conceive, as I confeſs I do 
now, that there was no law * which pres 
- vented Britain from drawing back all the 
import duty on bar iron, (except the old 
ſubſidy) when ſhe ſhould export the ſame 
to her ſettlements in Africa, and therefore 
I ſaw no reaſon (founded on equality) why 
Ireland ſhould be bound to pay 21. 10s. on 
the export of every ton of the ſame ſort of 
iron to the ſame market. 


I know too, how much leſs the diſtance 
was from tlie Baltic to London and the 


* I have ſince ſought for ſuch law without ſucceſs ; if 
I am miſtaken, however, I am very ready to acknow- 
ledge my error, not that it is at this day ia any dezree 
material, for Britain now allows the free expocta cou of 
bar iron to America, and to all Ler own plantations. 


r 
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eaſtern coaſts of England, than to Dublin 
and the greater part of Ireland, and that 
the Engliſh bringing their iron from Pe- 
terſburgh as ballaſt for their naval ſtores 9. 
the expence of carriage by theſe means wag 
ſo greatly reduced, that the Iriſh mer- 
chants found it their intereſt to import 
their Ruſſia iron circuitouſly through Lone 
don, rather than dire&ly, though the 
former way was loaded with double freight, 
commiſſion and inſurance, 


Neither was I inattentive to the clauſe 
inſerted by the iron agents in the Engliſh 
act of parliament, (as a conditional prece- 
dent) whereby Ireland is bound for ever to 


the ſpecific payment of the larger duties 
therein mentioned, ſo long as ſhe ſhall be 
permitted to enjoy this branch of the Co- 
lony trade, while England was left at li- 
berty to alter her rates as beſt might ſuit 


* For this ſee p. 
| her 
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her own convenience; and aecordingly ſhe 
has ſince allowed all duty (except about 
38. 6d. per ton) to be drawn back on bar 
iron exported, not only to her own Colo- 
nies; but to the Free States of America, 
without taking any notice, as J recollect, 
of her agreement with Ireland; and from 
that period ſhe: has been at liberty to ſend 
out her own iron, wrought or unwrought, 
to any part of the world, free from all 
duty whatſoever, and all foreign bar iron 
ſubject only to this trifle; while Ireland, 
under the act of laſt Seſſion of her Par- 
liament, was prohibited from ſending to 
the Britiſh Colonies even her own bar iron 
at leſs than 21. 10s. or that iron manufac- 
tured at leſs than 31. 38. 11d. per ton. 
And with reſpect to foreign bar iron, 
(whenever Ireland might fend it) the direct 
trade of Britain, thus diſincumbered, could 
have little reaſan to fear any competition 
from a country, thus taking the commodity 


C imme- 


10 ] 
immediately from herſelf, and exporting 
it circuitoufly ——_ ſo many additional 
——— 


When, therefore, I expreſſed myſelf /a+ 
tied, it will hardly be imagined I referred 
much to thoſe eſtimates , which our Au- 
thor ſtiles the average or par of duties, and 
which he is - pleaſed to ſay, were then 
deemed fair between the two countries, 
and were made out to avoid a variety of 
calculations on different articles: Perhaps, 
whoever conſiders them in that light only, 
may not be inclined to think that they art 
quite ſo _ or _ 


But the 1 een of that 
time was, whether the trade of the Britiſh 
Colonies ſhould be opened to Ireland. I 
was then convinced, as I now am, that 
with reſpect to the exportation of manu- 
„ Obſervations on Ireland, p. 221, 222, 223. 
factures 


L i J 
factures made of foreign iron, Ireland never 
can, by poſſibility, become a ſucceſsful 
rival to Great Britain in that trade; and, 
therefore, ſa far as I was conſulted in that 
negociatian, I felt no difficulty in con- 
ceding to the terms propoſed an behalf of 
the Britiſh iron manufactures, by thoſe re- 
ſpectable gentlemen who promiſed, in re- 
turn, to aſſiſt in removing ſome part, at 
leaſt, * of thoſe hurtful reſtriftions upon 
& trade, of which Lord Sheffield ſays Ire» 
* land had in truth infinitely more cauſe 
{+ for complaint, and by which ſhe had 
ti been infinitely more oppreſſed than As 
1 metica, and under which ſhe had never- 
« theleſs for many years quietly aequi- 
« eſted. v And this enlargement was be- 
come, in my apprehenſion, indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary to the ſecurity of every part of the 
empire. at that critical moment, when 


America was all in arms, when General 


-® Obſervations on Ireland, p. 369. 
C 2 Burgoyne 


112 ] 
Burgoyne and his whole army had, but a 
little before, been | obliged to ſurrender 
themſelves priſoners, when France had! juſt 
then compelled our Sovereign to declare 
war againſt her, and. when dameſtic diſtreſs 
had rendered the ſituation of Ireland no 
longer tolerable. u h Hin os 


At that time, as at the preſent, unrea- 
ſonable jealouſies had ariſen againſt Ireland; 


as many petitions againſt. any enlargement 


in the trade of Ireland had been preſented 
to Parliament, and had matters been per- 
mitted to go on as they have ſince done, 
we ſhould then too have had a chamber 
of manufacturers, who might poſſibly have 
held the refuſal of every thing to Ireland 
as the common bond of their aſſociation, 


and their friends might have compoſed a 


party embarraſſing at leaſt, if not too ſtrong 
for the Miniſter, —The clauſe, therefore, 
relative to the iron trade, which was ſup- 

poſed 


I J 


poſed neceſſary to give Britain ſecurity in 
her dependencies, and ſufficient to quiet all 
uneaſineſs in the mind of the iron manu- 
facturers, was agreed to. The cauſe of 
Ireland, in return, received liberal ſupport 
from Lord Baggot, Mr. Burke, then mem- 
ber for Briſtol, Mr. Coomb, and many 
other reſpectable gentlemen; and I think 
all engaged in that negociation had a right 
to ſay they had been honourably treated. 


Lord North (if he may not think it 
neceſſary to affect forgetfulneſs of every 
thing that happened at that period) will 
perhaps acknowledge, that to this con- 

ceſſion he was indebted for his Lucceſs up- 


on that occaſion. 


Ireland too had reaſon to ſay, upon 
whole, ſhe had been honourably treated. 
ſince the firſt breach in the monovolizins 
* of the Colonies, and the firſt I bern 


enlargement: 
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enlargement of the trade and manufactures 
of Ireland that had been made ſince the 
year 1660, was then made; and though 
ſome gentlemen may arrogate to themſelves 
much merit for having affected to force 
forward a part of this buſineſs, when they 
knew it was impragicable, and for having 


offered their aſſiſtance, when they knew it 


was unneceſſary, yet I muſt be permitted 
to ſay, that the principal, and all the ma- 
terial parts of the commercial liberty now 
enjoyed by Ireland, were, in ſubſtance, con- 
ceded to her in 1778. 


On the 11th of April, 1778, the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons came to reſolutions, 
That it was proper and juſt, iſt. That the 
ſeveral articles, the growth or produce of 
the Britiſh Plantations in the Weſt-Indies, 
Africa, or America, ſhould be imported 
directly to Ireland. 


2dly. 
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- zdly. That all goods, wares, and mers 
chandizes, the produce or manufacture of 
Ireland, or of Great-Britain, legally im- 
ported into Ireland, or foreign certificate 
goods, legally imported, might be exported 
from Ireland to the Britiſh Plantations, 


zdly. That all reſtraints by Britiſh acts 
on the glaſs trade, ſo far as related to Ire- 
land, ſhould be taken off. 


4thly. That all reſtraints by Britiſh acts 
on the importation into Britain of Iriſh ſpun 
cotton, ſhould be taken off. 


5thly. That all reſtrictions by Britiſh 
acts on the importation of Iriſh fail cloth, 
ſhould be done away. 


The 2d, 3d, and 4th of theſe then paſſed 
into laws, the 5th, being grounded on a 


miſtake, was dropped by conſent. And ſome 
difficulty 


E 


difficulty ariſing in the detail of the firſt, 
| which it was found neceſſary to regulate by 
concomitant acts of the two Parliaments, 
and to accompany with tedious Cuſtom- 
Houſe calculations :—On account of this 
detail only, this was by common conſent 
deferred, the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
however, having previouſly, in ſome de- 
gree, pledged itſelf to the meaſure; not 
only by agreeing unanimouſly to the prins 
ciple in the reſolution, and by ordering 
in the bill, but afterwards, on the 6th of 
May, on debate, in which almoſt every 
member of leading abilities in the Houſe 
delivered his opinion in favour of opening 
this branch of Iriſh trade ; and by a divi- 
ſion, on which the numbers ſtood thus: 


For the bi! — 126 
Againſt it — 77 


: — — 


M ajor ity * 49 


171 
And the Miniſter having promiſed for 
himſelf and his friends to bring it forward 
and ſo far as they were able to carry it 
through as ſoon as ever the Parliaments of 
the two kingdoms ſhould be ſitting at the 
ſame time. The Iriſh Parliament not meet- 
ing the next year, nothing could be done ; 


and yet thoſe who were not ignorant of 
this cauſe abuſed the Miniſter as if in fault. 
But the year after, as ſoon as the Houſes 
met, Lord North brought forward the re- 
mainder of this ſubje& which had been 
poſtponed, and agreeable to his regulation 
in 1778, compleated the ſyſtem of the 
Colony trade. 


And as evidence that the whole of this 
buſineſs was really adjuſted in 1778—it 
may be ſufficient to add, that though ſixty 
petitions were at that time preſented to the 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons agaiaſt theſe 
enlargements of the liſh trade; yet every 


D ſet 


5; © 
ſet of theſe petitioners, their agents or 
friends, having been ſeparately negociated 
with, and fatisfied of the propriety and 
expediency of what was defired, the Houſe, 
on: the -22d of May, 1778, was informed, 
that the petitioners declined being further 
heard, and in conſequence thereof no new 
petition was preſented, nor further objec · 
tion made to the remainder of theſe mea - 
fures in 1580, when they were concluded, 
and when Ireland had the ſupport of the 
friends of the iron trade—and therefore 1 
muſt ſay, that Ireland was honourably 
treated, 22 


The event has fully juſtified my opinion; 
years have ſince elapſed, and we may refer 
to experience. The whole export of Ire- 
land in iron and iron manufactures, under 
their various denominations, has been (and 
probably ever will continue to be) an ob- 
ject too minute for national obſervation, if 

. the 
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the preſent alarm had not ſwelled it into 
ſame degree of ſignificance, 


Lord Sheffield has given an account of 
it for the years 1781, 1782, and 1783. 
The medium value thereof, including as 
well thoſe affected as thoſe not affected, by 
regulations of 1778, has amounted only to 
gobl. 148. 3d. And the imports of Ireland 
in iron and iron manufaQures from Great- 
Britain alone, exceed 110,000l. every year. 
The laſt of theſe three years of exportation 
appearing the moſt conſiderable, I ſent for 
the particulars thereof to our Cuſtom-houſe, 
reſolving to ſubject every part thereof to 
the ſtrict examen of his Lordſhip's obſer- 
vations; I found him ſtating from thoſe 


concerned in the iron trade, that Ireland 
« paying 10s. only where Britain pays 568. 
«© ſhe zw/t underſell the latter, not only in 
* America, but in Portugal, which takes 
„ moſt iron hoops, and ſo materially in 

D 2 © heany 
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66 heavy iron wares, that ſhe muſt very 
rapidly ſupplant Britain in that branch 
of trade, unleſs the export of the manu- 
e facture be protected by a bounty exceed- 
« ing the import duty on bar iron, as 
4% zocwt. thereof will make leſs than 
% 22cwt. wrought iron.” 


I therefore looked what this mighty ex- 
portation to Portugal might be, becauſe 
here Ireland was in poſſeſſion of every benefit 
of this export trade ſhe could poſſibly enjoy, 
and this was not a new acquirement under 
the acts of 1778, but was an advantage ſhe 
might avail herſelf of from time immemo- 
rial. I found that not a ſingle pound had 
been exported to that kingdom: — I enquir- 
ed what had been done in the ſubſequent 
year, and J received the ſame anſwer. I 
could not find that Ireland had ever ſent 
thither any manufactures of iron, though 
the export of our native commodities to 


Portugal 


4 


l 21 } 
Portugal (with which heavy iron wares 
might have been cheaply ſent as ballaſt) 
had heretofore been one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable branches of the Iriſh trade, till a 
perhaps too zealous attachment to the Na- 
vigation laws of England, and to the in- 
tereſts of her Weſt-India colonies in favour 
of whoſe monopoly we lately (but for the 
firſt time, by an Iriſh A& of Parliament) 
prohibited the importation of the ſugars of 
Brazil; I ſay, till this attachment afforded 
a pretext to the Court of Portugal (in vio- 


lation of a vaſt number of treaties repeated 
ly ſworn to by her monarchs, and in which 
Ireland is expreſsly named) to ſeize and 
fell our accuſtomed merchandize in her 
ports, and to declare that Ireland had no 
right to ſend any articles into her domi- 
nions. And in this degraded and inſulted 
fituation Great-Britain has thought fit to 
leave her ſiſter. 


( 22 ] 


In the mean time Portugal has opened 
for herſelf a new market for her wines in 
Ruſſia, from whence, in return, ſhe may 
import iron cheaper than any part of theſe 
Hands can ſend it to her; if ſhe imports it 
in bars *, the labour of converting it into 
hoops, it is ſaid, will not exceed 20s. a 
ton; but Ruſſia will ſave her even that 
trouble, fince, as we are informed, Engliſh» 
men, with Engliſh capitals, are there erect- 
ing large works for rolling and flitting iron, 
&c. T To ſome men, however, one con- 
ſolation will remain, that Ireland certainly 
will be excluded from this trade, 


As the manufacture of hoops ſeems point- 
ed out as one of the princiapal objects for 
jealouſy, allow me from the ſame accounts 
to obſerve, that the entire exportation from 
Ireland to all the world, of Ironmonger's 


* Obſervations, page 228. 
+ Obſervations on Ireland, page 235. 


ware, 
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ware (under which title; im our Cuſtom- 
houſe returns, hoops are included) amount- 
ed but to 641." I think his Lordſhip's ac- 
count ſtates it at 851. 38. gd. * 


It appears further, that the whole export 
from Ireland, of iron manufactured and un- 
manufactured for that year, to the Britiſh 
ſettlements in the Weſt-Indies, and to Nova 
Scotia, Quebec, and Newfoundland, did 
not exceed 441. It is not neceſſary for me 


to ſtate how readily our Weſt-Indies can 


be ſupplied with ſuch articles by the Dutch 
from St. Euſtatius, or by 'the Swedes from 
the new ſettlement they have acquired from 
the French. Heavy iron wares will make 
excellent ballaſt for Gottenburgh herrings, 
and will form an aſſortment materially in- 
terfering with the export of theſe articles 
from every part of the Britannic iſles. The 
liberal ſpirit of the firſt Iriſh Propoſitions, 
by allowing every part of theſe three king- 


doms 
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doms to export the produce of the other 
duty free, wiſhed to ſend out Britiſh manu- 
factures in all her afforted Eargoes, inter- 
mixed in many inſtances, no doubt, with 
her own; the narrow policy of manufac- 
turing monopoly would totally exclude the 
produce of one, perhaps, in the end, to the 


ruin of both. 


What remains of this general export of 
50ol. after the deductions I have ſtated, 


may be ſuppoſed for the greater part to have 
gone to the independent ſtates in America, 
And here I find myſelf forced to take no- 
tice of two paragraphs in the publication I 
have already quoted: * One ſatisfactory 
% mode, ſays the author, of Equalization 
« and Reciprocity will be, by laying du- 
« ties on exportation of iron manufactures 
« from Ireland to all parts, equal to the 


* Obſervations on Ireland, page 229. 


charges 


it 
>” 


oa&..35 4 
« charges with which they go from Bri- 


4 tain ; and this, it is ſaid, would be con- 


« ſonant to the ſpirit of compact, and in 
« return for the participation of the Colony 
& trade.“ 


And again, . unleſs iron manufactures 
go to the American States from Ireland, 
e charged with the ſame duties and bur- 
&« thens as from Britain, it is obvious, that 
& Ireland muſt, in time, have the whole of 
„this trade; and unleſs Britain obtains 
* this equalization, ſhe ſubmits, not to 


4 preſent, but to future competition, with- 


cout the leaſt return.“ 


To theſe very extraordinary and unwar- 
ranted doctrines, the firſt anſwer of Ireland 
muſt be direct contradiction; and therefore, 
however inſignificant the object may be in 
point of value, yet, for the ſake of the prin- 
ciple, the muſt aſſert, that what is here 

E called 
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called a ſatisfactory mode of equalization, 
mult ſo far, by every friend of Ireland, be 
deemed moſt unſatisfactory, and by every 
friend of Jultice m oft unequal. That when 
the free kingdom of Ireland exports her own 
manufactures to foreign ſtates, who are in- 
clined to receive them, no power on earth 
(her own Tegiflature excepted) has a right to 
interfere in the duties on ſuch exportation. 
That ſuch an interference is incompatible 


4205 
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Treland; . 1 a fay, not without * F 
warmth of feeling, is inconſiſtent with the 1 
ſpirit and the letter of that negociation I am Y 


ſuppoſed to have taken ſo much part in, 
And that with reſpect to this very iron 


trade to America, our author was pleaſed to 


agree with me in ſentiment, while he con- 


tended againſt the trade of the American 


States only, without involving Ireland 
within the ſphere of his hoſtilities, In his 
: . tract 


* —— «MW hay 
» * r . 
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tract of the commerce of the American 
States ® may be found the following very 
explicit words: Ireland laid a charge 
7 upon manufactured iron exported to the 
« Colonies, which equalized the charge the 
Britiſh manufactured iron was computed 
« tocarryout with it. It is true, the Ame- 
« rican States are no longer Britiſh Colo- 
<« nies, and therefore Ireland may, without 
breach of compact, ſend her iron manu- 
4 factured there free of duty, and this is 
„ an additional reaſon for taking off the 
« duties on exportation; coals, and the 
„ means of manufacturing, however, are 
* much in favour of England.” And this 
ſentiment has been continued through fix 


editions, enlarged and corrected. J have 


too high an opinion of his Lordſhip to think 


it poſſible he could allude to, and he, I am 


* Obſervations on the Commerce of the American 


States, by John, Lord Sheffield. Sixth Edition, London, 
printed for DEBRETT, page 21. 


E 2 ſure, 
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ſure, has too juſt an opinion of Ireland to 
think ſhe could countenance that ſort of ca- 


ſuiſtry which ſhould ſay, an act might be 
done becauſe it was not within the letter, 


though it was clearly within the ſpirit of a 
ſolemn agreement. Let then the ſpirit and 
the words of this compact ſpeak for them- 
ſelves ; It is contained in a proviſo of the 
act of the year 1778, * removing certain 
reſtrictions, which England, in violation of 


the Navigation act and of all antecedent F 
uſage, and I might ſay, of right, had im- "1 
poſed on the Iriſh trade; it runs thus, ii 
1 Provided, that nothing herein before 


“ contained ſhall extend to bar iron, or to 
4 


iron ſlit, rolled, plated, or tinned, nor to 
. % any fort of manufactured iron wares, un- 
6 til a duty 21. 10s. per ton, on ſuch bar iron, 
and alſoa duty of 3]. 38. 11d. Iriſh, per ton, 
on ſuch ſlit, rolled, plated, or tinned 


* 


* 


* 18 and 19 Geo. 3. c. 55. 
+ 12 Car, 2. c. 18, 


“ 1ron, 
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iron, and manufactured iron wares, ex- 
ported from Ireland to the Britiſh Colo- 
nies or Plantations in America, or to 
any of the Settlements belonging to 
Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa, ſhall 
be impoſed by ſome act or acts of Par- 
liament, to be made in the kingdom of 
Ireland; and that then, and in ſuch caſe, 
it ſhall and may be lawful, from and 
after the commencement of, and during 
the continuance of ſuch reſpective duties, 

but no longer to export any ſuch iron or 
iron wares from the ſaid kingdom of 
Ireland, directly to any Britiſh Colony 
in America or on the coaſt of Africa, in 
any ſhip or veſſel that may lawfully 
trade thither, ſubject to the regulations 
therein before mentioned, any thing in 
this act or any other act to the contrary 


notwithſtanding. 


« Provided, 
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Provided, neverthelefs, that if any, 


bounty or premium ſhall be granted or 
allowed in Ireland on the exportation of 


& fuch iron or iron wares from thence to 
te the ſaid Britiſh Colonies or Settlements 
« in Africa, then the liberty herein before- 
« mentioned to export ſuch iron and iron, 
& wares directly from Ireland, ſhall, during 
e the continuance of ſuch bounty or pre- 
“ mium ceaſe, and ſuch iron and iron wares 
* ſhall, in all reſpects, be ſubject to the 
© hke reſtrictions and regulations, penalties 
* and forfeitures, as ſuch goods were and 
„would be liable to if this act had not been 
„made.“ 

Now, is not the whole of the meaning of 
the buſineſs reducible to this: — While 
England had the dominion of the Ameri- 
can trade, ſhe had a right to make terms 
with all thoſe ſhe admitted to a participa- 
tion of it ; but when ſhe declared America 

| inde- 


. * * * 
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independent, ſhe had nothing left to make 
A grant, to which conditions could be 
annexed. The conſideration for ſueh con- 
ditions all ceaſed: and what are the words, 
« That nothing in this act ſhall extend to 
iron, &c. unleſs ſuch duties are impoſed, 
otherwiſe the trade to be ſubje& to ſuch re- 
ſtrictions as if that act had never paſſed.” 
Now, ſuppoſe this act had never paſſed, or 
that the Iriſh had not granted the duties fo 
as to entitle themſelves to the benefit there- 
of, how would the trade of Ireland be now 
affected by the reſtrictive laws of Charles 


II.? Ireland has declared they ſhall not bind 


her- America has declared they ſhall not 
bind her, and Britain, to all intents, has re- 
linquiſhed them with reſpect to both coun- 
tries. If I dwell upon this poſition mere 
than perhaps it may ſeem to deſerve, I do it 
upon this principle, that it involves conſe- 
quences much more extenſive than at firſt 
appear; for if it be founded in juſtice, and 


pure 


1 32 J 
purchaſed by a valuable conſideration, it 
goes equally to every commodity we may 
ever import from or export to America, 
which were reſtricted before 1778. 


But to return to theſe very exception- 
able paragraphs in the obſervations, where 
it is ſaid, that Ireland ſhould tax the export 
of her manufactures to all parts, in return 
for the participation of the Colony trade ; 
—to this I anſwer that Ireland has always 
paid far more than an adequate compenſa- 
tion for the participation of that trade in 
which ſhe exports little more than what 
ſhe always ſent, that which the neceſſities 
of the Weſt Indies cannot diſpenſe with, 
and that which ſhe perhaps had much 
better retain at home for her own ſtarving 
people, her proviſions. There was a time 


when our noble author thought we did 
make a return, and did not ſcruple to ſpeak 


out 
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out his ſentiments on that ſubject. None, * 
« ſays he, but the moſt unthinking can 
% ſuppoſe Ireland will continue to give the 
« monopoly of her market to the Weſt 
India Iflands, unleſs her ſhare of the mo- 
10 nopoly of the Weſt India market is pre- 
« ſeryed to her; except linens, Ireland 
« has no trade of conſequence but pro- 
„ viſions.“ 


And this monopoly the Weſt India plan- 
ters, or rather Weſt India proprietors, re- 
fiding in Britain, and the merchants, like 


other monopoliſts, ſo far abuſe, as to oblige 
us (as the Dean of Glouceſter has well ob- 
ſerved) to pay 25s, per hundred on the 
ſpot, for ſuch ſugars as we might purchaſe, 
in the other ſettlements, for 16s. or even 
12s. per hundred, and where we might alſo 
purchaſe them with our manufactures and 
proviſions.— This participation too has led 


Obſervations on America, page 225. 
F us 
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us to impoſe near 100,000l, a year new 
taxes on this neceſſary of life, in aukward 
imitation of our elder fiſter, whoſe ſuperior 
wealth enables her to bear ſuch burthens.— 
And this participation, in the year 1780, 
led us, for the firſt time, to lay prohibitory 
duties on the ſugars of Brazil, and has 
thereby contributed to loſe us the whole 
trade of Portugal ; though I muſt fay, none 
of theſe made a part of the negociation of 
1778, nor is a trace of any of them to be 
found in the proceedings of the Britiſh Par- 
hament of that year. 


What then ſhall we ſay to that other part 
of this paragraph, in which, endeavouring 


to call in aid the ſpirit of a free and gene- 


rous people, it would repreſent Britain 
(without this fancy- formed equality in all 
parts) as reduced to that ſtate of humilia- 
tion, that ſhe muſt ſubmit to preſent, or 
to future competition, without the leaſt 

return; 
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return: that is, if Ireland ſhall trade with 
any other country upon earth, ſhe muſt 
make a return to England for that trade; 
if ſhe has any natural advantage, ſhe muſt 
make a return, ſhe muſt not preſurne to 
eat even her own potatoes without making 
a return. On the other hand, Ireland ſays 


to theſe iron legiſlators, we do-not pretend 


to interfere in your buſineſs,” take off all 
duties on. the importation of raw iron, if 
you think it. beſt, and as the noble Lord 
in one place has adviſed you, or continue 
them all on, as he adviſes you in another, 
or grant bounties in their place, as he ſeems 
to recommend in a third. We have no 
claim to interfere in your concerns, we 
only demand to be left in the enjoyment 
of thoſe natural rights which the God of 
nature, and the vigour of our renewed 
conſtitution have intitled us to, ; 


And, beſides, Ireland thinks, that when 
her abſentees carry 1,5co,000l. at leaſt, 
F 2 turn, 
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every year to Britain, ſhe does make a re- 
turn, even if, in purſuit of thoſe rents, 


ſhe ſhould be found entering into competi- 


tion. 


But, ſay the Conſiderations, without this 


| equalization (or, as I think, I ſball demon- 


ſtrate it ought to be called, without this 
_ excluſion) Ireland muſt, in time, have the 
whole of this American trade, And this 
reminds me of a circumſtance in our hiſto- 
ry, ſo exceedingly appoſite, that I hope you 


will indulge me while I relate it. To- 
wards the latter end of the reign of King 


William III. the good people of England 
became exceedingly jealous of ſome little 


induſtry that appeared in Ireland, and that 
we ſhould preſume to enter into competi- 


tion, as they ſaid, without thaking any re- 
turn; it is true, ſaid they, we have drawtt 
away from thence a great part of the nobi- 
lity and gentry, and all the money of the 
country ⸗ we have utterly difabled them 


from 
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from contributing in the ſame proportion 
that we do to the public revenue; we have 
annihilated their foreign trade; the produc- 
tions of their country are conſequently cheap, 
and this cheapneſs and this limitation of 
taxes reſulting from their impoveriſned 
ſtate, may enable them to underſell us in 
every foreign market. Their lands being 
depopulated by emigration, they have turn- 
ed themſelves to the breeding ſheep, af 
have ventured to enter into competition 
with us in the woollen manufacture, the 
ſtaple trade, the golden mine, the un- 
doubted inheritance of England, handed 
down to us from our anceſtors for 100 ge- 
nerations, but we alone are intitled to a 
monopoly of this trade, and we are able to 
ſupply the wants of the world; * T he 
„ expediency 
* Thou gh the very words here marked are taken, I 
confeſs, from the Obſervations, page 219 and 231, yet 


whoever will take the trouble of looking into the Journals 


of Parliament of this time, into Mr. Smith's Memoirs 
"4 b of 


lent copyiſt. 
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ic expediency gf endeavouring, on the part 
of Ireland, to make this a principal ma- 


« nufacture of that kingdom, and of vying 
« with a favourite eſtabliſhed manufaQture 
© of Great Britain, may be doubted. It 


4 will be difficult to raiſe the manufacture 
0 


Britain; the capital of Ireland may be 


* 


otherwiſe employed to advantage, par- 
4% ticularly in manufacturing leather or 
& linen;“ and then followed menaces to 
Ireland, in all the language of affected hu- 
mility ; ** but thoſe concerned in this great 
manufacture hope, that if their equi- 
© table deſire is refuſed, and further mea- 
* ſures ſhould be neceflary, that the Le- 
& giſlature will moreover protect them by 
further regulations which may be ſug- 
* geſted. And to this was added, this vas 
of Wool, and the Political Writers of that period; though 


they muſt ſo far detract from the praiſe of originality, yet 
they muſt allow our Author the merit of being an excels 


in Ireland in competition with that of 
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4 pour, equally idle and infincere, and they 


6 


* 


declare alſo, that unleſs they are protect- 
ed by the Legiſlature, they muſt deſert 
the works which have coſt millions, and 


* 


4 


© migrate with their capitals to Ireland; 


4 


the loſs to the nation they ſay, it is un- 


* neceſſary for them to ſtare.” 


Such arguments, ſupported by ſome ideas 
of ſelf intereſt, were irreſiſtible ; the iron 
hand of power daſhed down in a moment 
that pretty edifice which the feeble induſtry 
of Ireland had taken centuries in erecting. 
But mark now the conſequence, the hiſtory 
of a part of which has been tranſmitted to 
us by a great ſtateſman :—one Courteen, 
an Iriſhman (ſays Lord Halifax) carried 


over with him a colony of theſe ruined Iriſh 


manufacturers to Portugal, where he was 
kindly received by the Conde D'Ereceire, 
the then prime Miniſter, and they there 
eſtabliſhed that woollen manufacture which, 


in 
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in ſpite of all the efforts of Mr. Methuen, 
has been continued down to the preſent 


time, a perpetual cauſe for contention with 


England, and which, if I do not greatly 


err, will, ere Jong, put an end to that an- 
cient intercourſe and affection which ſo long 
has ſubſiſted between Portugal and England; 
In the mean time the miſerable Iriſh worſt- 
ed manufacturers, thus deprived of bread, 
ſpread themſelves over France, Flanders, 

and Germany, and this Proteſtant . e 
tion, from a bigotry in trade, like that Po- 
piſh one, from bigotry in religion, on the 


revocation of the edict of Nantz, was an 


inſtrument in the hand of Providence for 
ſcattering induſtry through nations, who 
285 not otherwiſe have ſo eaſily attained 

it.— The Iriſh nation did not recover this 
blow for near fourſcore years; the empire 


in general was weakened by it, and yet, 


if we can credit Mr. Smith, the moſt intel- 
ligent writer on this ſubject * even Britain 


Memoirs of Wool. 
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did not thereby receive any proportional 
advantage. 


Is there then any particular occaſion, at 
this time, to encourage the ſpirit of emi- 
gration from Ireland; or is it neceſſary, 
from time to time, that ſhe ſhould be des 
populated; is it adviſeable, that to gratify 
ill-founded apprehenſions, every man who 
can weild the fledge, or toil over the fur- 
nace, ſhould be diſcontented, and driven 
away with his little property to work the 
iron mines of Atnerica. It is to no purpoſe 
that men ſay, as yet, you can do us no 
harm, as yet, you are unacquainted with 
the myſteries of this trade, but oppreſſion 
and diſtreſs, which have made heroes and 
philoſophers, have alſo made mechanics 
and manufacturers, and it is the diſcontent- 
ed and the diſtreſſed who, at all times, have 
ſpread arts and manufactures through the 
world; and let it not, I pray you, be too 

G ſoon 
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ſoon forgot, that were it not for thoſe Iriſh- 
men, whom domeſtic oppreſſi on had fo 
lately obliged to fly from their native coun- 
try, and whom ſubſequent diſtreſs had 
compelled to take up arms againſt their 
Prince, the Thirteen States of America 
would have now been the Thirteen Britiſh 
Colonies, and our Gracious King would 
have ruled in peace over the nobleſt empire 
on the earth. 


Every time I touch upon this ſtring, it 
brings feelingly to my mind that ſublime 
apoſtrophe of the Father of the Grecian 
ſtage : | 


* Oppreſſion where it ſprings, 
Puts forth the blade of vengeance and its fruit 
Yields the full harveſt of repentant woe ; 
Behold this vengeance, and remember Greece, 
Remember Athens! Henceforth let not pride, 
Her preſent rights diſdaining, ftrive to graſp 
Another's, and her treaſur'd happineſs 
Daſh to the ground, ſuch inſolent attempts 
Awake the vengeance of the All- ruling Power. 


* Zſchylus in Perfas. 
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I have wandered from my ſubject, allow 
me to return to our author, who ſays, thus 
authoritatively, that Ireland, unleſs re- 
ſtrained, muſt in time have the whole of 
the American iron trade. Let us gratify 
our opponent with the converſe, and ſup- 
poſe the Iriſh henceforth to be excluded ; 
and let us further allow them to ſuppoſe 
with the Indian, that they are to inherit 
alt the mental, and all the corporeal abili- 
ties of thoſe they have ſo ſucceſsfully de- 
ſtroyed. Can England expect to enjoy this 
trade without a rival? by no means; the 
noble author, and even you, Sir, have 
pointed out a ſufficient number of compe- 
titors; © Ruſſia, Germany, and other 
% countries,“ which have iron without 
« duty, will underſell us in the manufac- 
ture of it, eſpecially as ſlitting and roll- 
*« ing mills are now erected in Sweden and 


* Ruſſia, And in Ruſſia, Engliſhmen, 


* Obſeryations on America, page 17. 
G 2 . « with 
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with Engliſh capitals *, are erecting large 
works for theſe purpoſes. As the duty 
now ſtands, the manufacturer of nails, 
ſays our author +, in Ruſſia, might af- 
ford to {ell them 41. a ton cheaper than 
we can; Ruſſia makes great quantities 
for home conſumption, and having now 
taken off the duty, may greatly under- 
ſell us.“ And again, As the law now 
ſtands, the Ruſſians may import into 
Great-Britain, and afterwards export to 
the American States, ſuch of their wares 


as are made of iron and ſteel, cheaper 


than we can make them ; ſo, Sir, you, 


and the other gentlemen examined with 


you before the Council }, ſtate, that for- 
merly you had a very conſiderable ex» 
port of nails to Liſbon, but that you 


were totally deprived thereof by the 


* Obſervations om Ireland, page 235- + Obſer- 


vations on America, page 179. f Report of the Com- 
mittee of the Council, page 50. | 


«© manufactures 


30 
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4 manufactures of Liege, and other plates, 
« which can furniſh them cheaper, and yet 
* the Engliſh nails were from Engliſh iron, 
% that paid no duty *, and were exported 
6 from the port of Briſtol, the neareſt to 
the place of their manufacture.“ 


* 


. Holland and Flanders fell iron wire, I 
belteve, cheaper than any other country; 
when Ireland lately attempted a manufac» 
ture of that fort, ſhe was obliged to lay on 


a protecting duty laſt ſeſſion of Parliament 


in favour of this infant trade. It was laid 
on generally and ſo continued for' a few 
months; but in the beginning of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion that duty was taken off the 
Engliſh wire and continued on the Dutch, 
and this without any ſolicitation; and this 
J mention as one inſtance how tenderly Ire- 
land is inclined to treat the manufactures of 
England, and how ready to rectify her own 
inadyertencies. 


* Obſervations on Amcrica, page 19. 
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Add to what has been ſaid, * that 
* rao! parts of North America abound in 
„ iron mines, and that ſhe has more tim- 
© her for charcoal, than all the reſt of the 
„ world, and probably too, the may have 
„ yeins of coal; that her manufacture of 
iron r was ſo great, that in the years 
4 1768, 1769, and 1770, ſhe exported te 
„ Great-Britain annually, | 


On a Medium. 


* Bariron - — 24,592 tons 
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That the laſt iron manufacture has 
* had great ſucceſs in ſome parts of Ame- 
rica; that the America ſcythes and 
i axes are better than the Britiſh ; that 
& fome of their iron poſſeſſes the quality of 
„ toughneſs in a great degree; that only 

* Obſervations on America, page 117. + Ditto 
180. f Page 14, 5 Page 15. 
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4 previous to the war, there were very few 
c 


forges *® for making anchors in America; 
te that ſince the commencement of the war, 


« 


conſiderable quantities of ſteel + have 
© been made in New-York, New-Jerſey, 
and Pennſylvania.” And muſt we be 
compelled to ſend our hardy ſons to perfect 
theſe foreign manufactures, with all their 
feelings actuated by the ſenſe of unnatural 


and impolitic reſtraint in their own country? 


It 1s time to turn our thoughts to a more 
agreeable part of this ſubject; I mean the 


actual proſperity of the iron trade in Eng- 
land, and the invigorating proſpect of fu- 


ture extention, and in this, there are few 


men rejoice more than I do; for though 
by birth, by name, by the ſituation of my 
property, and by principle, J am an Iriſh- 
man, yet I am proud to ſay, I have much 


honeſt Old Engliſh blood in my veins, and 
Page 15. + Page 16 


whereve 


5 


wherever the real intereſts of that country 
are concerned, 1 feel myſelf in no incon- 
ſiderable degree an Engliſhman. 


In 1778, it was ſtated, that between 
302,060 and 400, ooo perſons were mains 
tained throughout Britain by the various 
branches of the iron trade, and I hear it 
has lately been given in evidence before 
your Houſe of Lords, that no leſs a capital 
was engaged therein than 14, ooo, oool. 
ſterling, 10, ooo, oool. of which was ſup- 
poſed to be the value of the ſtock in hand, 
and 4,000,00cl. the value of the various 
apparatus by which that ſtock is worked 
up or rendered marketable. 


A number of very ingenious men have 
for ſome years applied their abilities and in- 
duſtry to the various branches of this buſts 


neſs, and it has ſo thriven by their exertions, 


« that there 1s a probability, ſays the noble 


„ writer, 


19 J 


« Fyriter r, that in a few years England 
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may be able fully to ſtock the market at 
home, or, as he more properly expreſſes 
it in another +, there is a reaſonable hope 
that enough will be made in Britain to 


ſupply theſe kingdoms with that neceſſary 


article, then the duty on foreign iron 
[which, by the bye, is the only matter 
now attempted to be ſet up as a bone of 
contention between theſe two kingdoms] 
will ceaſe of courſe, as it will not anſwer 
to bring in foreign iron when it can be 
made at home in ſufficient quantities and 
at as cheap a rate.” And to this pleaſing 


hope the quantity of proper coal diffuſed 
throughout Britain, and daily diſcoyering 


itſelf in new works, gives. additional aſ⸗- 


 furance, the quantity of which conſumed is 


ſo prodigious, that his Lordſhip tells us, 
one company alone in Shropſhire uſes 500 
tons of coals daily ; and this advantage, at 


* Obſetvations on Ireland, p. 215. + Ditto, page 212. 
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leaſt, (when he does enter directly into the 
ſpirit of this controverſy) he has no diffi 
culty in ſtating very explicitly to be al- 
together againſt Ireland. Thus, in talking 
of our ſending iron to America, he ſays, 
** coals and the means of manufacturing 
% are however much in favour of Eng- 
% land *. And again, in talking of Iriſh 
ſalt +, he ſays, the Iriſh ſalt is weaker than 
the Engliſh, becauſe it is not ſo much boil- 
ed ; © and this is among many articles 
in which Britain muſt always have an ad- 
% vantage through her greater abundance 


of coal.“ 


However, as England has ever had her 
mines of iron and of coal, as they have been 


long known, while her manufacturers and 


* Obſervations on America, p. 21. + Obſervations, 
f But note, ſalt on the contrary is weakened by much 
boiling, and the bay ſalt is the ſtrongeſt in the world, be- 


*Eaule it is not boiled at all, but eyaporated by the moderate 


heat of the atmoſphere, 
merchants 


ee 
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merchants have been diſtinguiſhed by their 
intelligence and enterprize, it may be wor- 


thy of enquiry what are thoſe maſter- ſprings 
which of late have given ſuch accelerated 
motion to this vaſt machine; and among 
the firſt of theſe I ſhall not ſcruple to men- 
tion the Inland Navigations. This ſyſtem 
of navigation (heretofore ill underſtood) 
was now formed about the time of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's acceſſion, by Mr. Brindley 
and Mr, Smeaton, and has not many years 
been brought to perfection, though at this 
day the Engliſh Navigations excel any 
thing of that ſort that can be found in Eu- 
rope, and theſe it is that open an eaſy com- 
munication and unexpenſive intercourſe be- 
tween all the conſiderable iron works in 
England; it is theſe which bring together 
iron ores of different kinds, and countries, 
whoſe commixture renders the whole of ſo 
much eaſier fuſion ; they carry up lime 
ſtone (another powerful flua) into the higher 

H 2 countries 


= 
countries in which iron ore and ſeams of 
coal abound, but which are generally of a 
gritty or cold ſtone nature ; or the ore thus 


collected they carry to the coals, not indiſ- 
criminately to every coal mine, but to thoſe 


.only which are particularly adapted to theſe 
kinds of work, by their more readily part- 
ing in the operation of coaking with their 
ſulphur and their arſenic, thoſe ſubſtances 
rendering iron brittle, or they carry the 
coak to the collected ores ; they alſo ſupply 
in the ſame manner Strowbridge clay“ and 
other efractory earths neceſſary for the 
furnaces; from the melting pots the metal 
is carried to the forges often ſituated at a 

* An Iriſhman might here complain of ſome ſeverity, 
every difficulty being thrown in the way of his importing 
theſe clays for his furnaces under colour of ſome old act, 
which prohibits the exportation of Fullers Earth fit for 
the woollen manufacture, but to which theſe bear no re- 
ſemblance ; while on the other hand the Iriſh freely admit 


the exportation of. theſe earths which Mr. Wedgwood 


and other gentlemen uſe in their Staffordſhire manufac- 
tures, 


great 


E 
great diſtance, and heretofore generally 


placed where there were conſiderable falls 
of water to work the great hammer, (though 
ſteam engines, I hear, do now in a great 
meaſure remove that neceſſity ;) from the 
forges the iron muſt be conveyed to the 
ſlitting and rolling mills, or to thoſe ſeats of 
the ſtill further improved manufactures of 
Wolverhampton, Rottherham, Wallſall, 
Birmingham and Sheffield, from whence 
they are carried by the fame eaſy convey- 
ance to every domeſtic market, and to the 
ports of exportation, Briſtol, Hull, and Li- 
verpool, and from thence coaſtways to the 
great emporium of London where they are 
ſure of advantages which no part of Ireland 
can ever poſſibly attain to, the extenſive 
trade of that metropolis affording conſtant 
opportunities of conveying to every market 
in the world every article that any mer- 
chant may with to ſend on his own account 
or that his correſpondent may have ordered, 


exactly 


EF 81 


exactly in whatever proportion he deſires, 
at reaſonable freights, and often times in ex- 


change for other commodities, 


The next advantage ariſes from the ge- 
neral increaſe of the wealth and elegance of 
England, which makes her own home mar- 
kets not only the greateſt in the world, but 
greater than all foreign markets ſhe can ever 


find put together; and the ſecurity the has 


given herſelf of that market by protecting 
duties, eſpecially by thoſe two modern ones, 
of 5 per cent. each, which have been laid 
on the produce of the former revenues; 
and to theſe, let me add, the advantages 
ſhe ever enjoys in Ireland which is her beſt 
foreign cuſtomer; advantages ſecured to 
her by the twenty propoſitions, if they fhall 
be agreed to as they paſſed the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons; the 16th of theſe 
providing an effectual preference to theſe 
commodities in the Iriſh market over ſi- 

milar 
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milar articles coming from every other part, 
and the 11th taking care that ſimilar Iriſh 
manufactures ſhall not be poured into her 
market for home conſumption at a duty 
leſs than ten and a half per cent. while ſuch 
Engliſh manufactures are to be exportable 
from our harbours on exactly the ſame con- 


ditions with our own. 


The next advantage ariſes from the great 
private capital embarked in this buſineſs, 
which have not only grown up, within 4 
few years, almoſt from a flate of ruin to 
its preſent gigantic ſize, but has been able, 
in that time, to lay out millions in works 
preparative only to the manufacture + ; a 
few years ago, then, the ſtock muſt have 
been comparatively of little value, and the 
proſpect have been uninviting-=--the compe- 
#ition of Ireland with all its terrors flaring them 


* Obſervations on Ireland, page 211. + Obſervations 
on Irelan d, page 231, &c. 


in 


1 


nn the face. It is not probable, that much 
heredit ary fortune was introduced, nor 
have vaſt funds been drawn from other ma- 
nufactures, or we ſhould have heard ſome 
complaints of this revulſion. It is moſt 
likely, that the ſums laid out in theſe vaſt 


works have gradually accompanied the ſuc- 1 
ceſs of the manufacture; if ſo, I rejoice ex- : 


ceedingly at it, and that ingenious men ſhall : 
have ſo much benefited themſelves by thoſe | 
labours, which have alſo benefited their } 

country; may virtuous induſtry for ever be 
ſo rewarded ! At all events, this progreſs, 
in a ſhort time, from ruin to more than 
princely affluence, has been ſo rapid, as to 
exceed every thing that is to be found in 
the whole hiſtory of trade and manufactures, 
and indicates a proſperity which, in a few I 


more, muſt compleat whatever of this great 
work remains ſtill to be accompliſhed, —in 


& much ſhorter time than will probably 
bring forward even the ſmalleſt of all that 3 


bet: 

* 
by. 1 
3 
7 
YL 
4 
k.. 


mul- 


4 2 2 
"ay 8 F r "> a . * ax 4 TY „ 
Wy 2 4 8 "FT + 7 2 — 
- - | * 3 1 G 


L 7 1 

multitude of events, which have been point- 
ed out as neceflary before Ireland can, in 
any degree, become your rival even in her 
own markets. With materials inexhauſ- 
tible, with the capital and the experience that 
are now acquired, with the works that have 
been erected, and the ſkilful workmen that 
bave been formed, it will be much eaſter 
to add 40 or Fo, ooo ton to.the iron you 
make every year, than it was to advance 
it to its preſent ſtate. 


O fortunate nimium ſua fi bona norint. 
Thrice happy men, ſo likely long to en- 
joy thoſe benefits with which Providence 
has vouchſafed to bleſs your labours ; if you 
but be guarded againſt thoſe ill-founded, 


but tormenting apprehenſions, thoſe un- 


brotherly jealouſies, the parents of ill offi- 
ces, which have been ſo indefatigably pre- 
What have you 


pared tor your minds. 
to do with the dirty game of politics, or 
I who 
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who ſhall be for one day, perhaps for 
one whole week, the Miniſter of Eng- 
land. The propoſitions for arranging 
the trade between Great Britain and Ire- 
land but little extend to your particular 
buſineſs; if they ſtand, how can you be 
injured by them? if they are rejected, how 


can you be benefited? The ſyſtem be- 


tween the two kingdoms, ſo far as relates 
to you, is not the work of the prefent 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, to all whoſe 


works your newly acquired adyocate has 


declazed himſelf ſo decided an opponent. — 
Tt was the work of his own familiar friend 
Lord North, affiſted by ſome of your own 
faithful and intelligent patrons and bre- 
thren, and, in ſome degree, negotiated by 
a man who may be allowed to ſay he has 
good wiſhes for you. If it was injurious, 
your advocate, when he was in Parlia- 
ment, would have altered it, or at leaſt he 


would have hinted it to you. When he 
became 
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became openly a political writer, on this 
very ſubject, in his American Obſervations, 


he would have appriſed you of your ſitua- 
tion.— Although I differ in almoſt every 


thing that relates to the preſent queſtion; 


yet I know and reſpeA too much the noble 
writer's knowledge and zeal for the intereſt 
of England, to think he would negle& 
his duty if there was real danger.—As 


there was none; this ſubject was then ſuf 
| fered to reſt; becauſe it was not then 


known, that the preſent Miniſter would 
bring forward his propoſitions z or even 
by that ſpecies of wit, which delights in 
bringing together heterogeneous things, 
it would be poſſible to unite this ſubje& 
with them. 


They have been, however, unfortunate- 
ly united, and the conſequence it ſeems 1s, 
that England muſt either become a tyrant 
over Ireland, impoſing new taxes upon her 

I 2 trade 
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trade with foreign nations, or Old England 
mt be undone.— It no longer remains 
doubtful, in our Author's opinion, it is 
brought to a phyſical certainty and demon- 
ſtration, © That unleſs a tax, an addi- 
0 tional tax, ſhall be laid on this ne- 
* ceflary of life (and which the Iriſh Par- 


« lament never will impoſe), Ireland muſt 
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« very rapidl y ſupplant Britain in ker trade, 
* the'works which have coſt millions muſt - 
« be deferted and go to ruin, the manu- 
facturers muſt be undone, and then they 9 
% muſt go migrate with their capitals to * 
. Ireland.“ If the writer of this latter 5 


paragraph had not taken ſo much pains, 


2 
** 


throughout the whole of his work, to prove 
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| he was no Iriſhman, I ſhould have been 
inclined to conſider this as the manufacture | 

of my own country; but I muſt now pre- | J 

ſume this to be my own miſconception, | 

and that it is only the four millions that 1 

muſt : 


1 63 
muſt be loſt outright, and the ten millions 
that muſt n to Ireland. 


* Ventt is Dies & ineluctabile — | 
Dardanie, fuimus Troes, fuis Ilium & ingens 
Gloria Teucrorum, ſavus Jupiter omnia Argos+ 
Tranſiuli. 3661 ts 


It muſt be. ſo. Sheffield thou reaſoneſt well, 


Till I met theſe lines, I muſt own, I was at a loſs to 
underſtand our Author's Motto to his Iriſh Obſeryations ; 
if they had been intended for the. benefit of Ireland only, 
« Spes veſtras uritisꝰ was eaſily enough applicable to our 
conduct; while you are ſaid to have veins of coal at home, 
and while men, on that ſuppoſition, delire to reſtrain your 
iron and other manufactures, you fooliſhly import 200,000 
ton of foreign coal, and thus burn and deftroy every hope 
of ſupplying yourſelves with this neceſlary of life; but 
when I found this Pamphlet was calculated for the me- 
ridian of England only, I was at a loſs to find out who 
were thoſe hoſtes, and what theſe Caſtra Inimica, till this 


| ſecond quotation from Virgil ſhewed one that the Iriſh 


were theſe enemies, that Argos was Ireland, and here lay 
thoſe inimical camps, which our Aſcanius would perſuade 
his friends had not ** yet iufhciently burned and de» 
ſtroyed. 

. + Teeland. & 54 
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And yet, without preſumption, may 1 
be permitted to examine this reaſoning in 
its parts, and theſe premiſes one by one; 
which are to ſupport this concluſion 3 ob- 
Jes ſeen through a miſt are magnified in 
proportion to their indiſtinAneſs ; and 1 
confeſs, when I obſerve in every thing I 
have read upon this ſubject an affected ob- 
ſcurity, a complication of ideas, and a rei- 
teration of the ſame arguments, or rather 
aſſertions, as it were to make up in appa- 
rent number for what they may be deficient 


in weight, I am defirous, if poſſible, to diſ- 


pel this gloom, and to ſhew things in their 
natural proportions by the light of unbiaſſed 
truth, and to prove that there may be com- 
petition without injury, and then to hear 
the liberal voice of England crying but, as 
we have heard her cry out heretofore, Let 
« Ireland thrive if ſhe can by her own in- 
7. duſtry ; if ſhe ſhould even be my rival, 
is the not alſo my fiſter. The moment 

[ cati 


1 63 ] 
] can find this diſpoſition of mind, I am 
« ſatisfied I will fully convince her under- 


+ ſtanding, that no injury can be done her 
% in the bullnets now under our oonſide- 


20 ration.“ i 


As I have mentioned, however, an ob- 
feurity on this ſubje& in an Author diſtin- 
guiſhed by his perſpicuity on all others, I 
think it neceſſary for me here to take notice 
of the manner in which he has been pleaſed 
to treat it. Some times ſpeaking in his 
own character, at others, in that of the 
iron manufacturers, and finally aſſuming 
the character of Britain herſelf, thinking 
„ ſhe has now a right to complain as an 

% jnjured country x; ſo that in the greater 
part of what he had ſet forth, I am utterly , 
at a loſs to diſtinguiſh, whether we are to 
confider it as the allegation of an intereſted 


0 Obſervations on Ireland, page 224. 


party, 
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party, or as the deciſion of a diſintereſted 
and competent judge ; whether as the voice 
of an individual, or of a great nation, delivers 
ing their verdict by this their foreman. 
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I muſt alſo take notice of the artful aſe 
which is made of the ambiguous term of 


mag © 
e 


—— oe A. 
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iron manufacturers, words, which in one 


88 88 


ſenſe are confined to thoſe who prepare the 


m © 7-70 
28. 


raw iron from the mine; in another, thoſe 
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who work it up after it has undergone this N 
previous preparation: Claſſes of men alto- F 
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gether diſtin, and whoſe. views in many 
inſtances we muſt ſuppoſe contradictory; it 
being the intereſt of the one ſet, that all 
duties on raw iron heretofore impoſed in 
England, ſhould be continued in full force, 
and that new duties ſhould be impoſed in 


Ireland to the ſame amount, without which, 
ſays our Author *, it cannot be expected 
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ts 1 
that ® ay quantity of iron will be made 
there; while it is equally that of the other; 
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lon ths be 6 when Ae to 


lay on theſe larger duties for the purpoſe of encreaſing the 
makers of iron at home; but I am ſure it is a matter of 
ſerious conſideration for every maker and manufacturer bf 
Iron in Britain how far it is Bis intereſt that Ireland ſhould 
return to this trade, For ſome years ſhe had ſhewn dels 
inclination to this than almoſt to any other adventure. 
Whether in fact that iron cannot be made here as cheap 
as it can be imported, or that capital is wanting fot ſo ex- 


tenſive an undertaking; or that the facility with which that 


article is obtained from abroad makes men inſenſible to 


the want of it home. But if a duty of Jl; is once laid on 


for the avowed purpoſe of encouraging the honie ptb- 
duction, that duty to anſwer its end muſt be laid on Eng- 
liſh as well as foreign iron, and niuſt be encreaſed uponſthe 
manufactured iron of all countries in the ſame proportion 
the manufacture now bears to the material; No Iriſh 
Member would be baſe enough to propoſe it otherwiſe to 
an Iriſh parliament, ant the noble authtir muſt have meant 
this j fot he never could have recommended to any couns 
try a meaſure which muſt be ineffectual, and whoſe only 
conſequence would be to impoſe an additional burthen 
and if this meaſure ſhould have the propaſed effect, Eng- 
liſhmen will reflect how conſiſtent it is with their intereſt 
in order to ſecure this export of 5001. (or ſuppoſe; if you 
pleaſe, that export encreaſed twenty-fold) ta force the 

Triſh 
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£ hie lias Clearly ſhewn in anther work, 
tliat all duty whatſoe ver ĩhould be taken off 


this raw material. 
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lite inclination. The ſame argument will hold with 


regard to thoſe bounties i in England o on the export of their 
manufaQtures. If thoſe bounties are to affect Ireland the - 
will grant ſimilar bounties on her exportation, in which 
Caſe each country will be impoveriſhed to ſupply the other 
with what ſke has herſelf at home. Or if Ireland by the 
ſyſtem ſhall be prevented from ſending to England, ſhe 
will then dountera& the new bounty by a proportionate 
duty at home; ; beſides, in general i it is the principle of your 
propoſitions, as expreſſed in the 7 5th, to take away all War- 
fare of bounties between the two kingdoms. | 
: Fir it mall now be made manifeſtly the intereſt of Ireland 
to'work her iron mines, and they falt be found practi- 
ble, and Triſh gentlemen by certain feelings (to which 1 
avow yell! not Re ble) ſhall be induced to come for- 
ward in this or any other maiiufactüre, capitals may not 
always be wanting: The very Engliſh gentlemen who 
would now gladly” perſuade you that Ireland was created 
only that ſlie might give employment to the manufacturers 
bf ritain, aiid that ſhe had no natural rights of a free 
countky, would then dondeſcend to come ovet themſelves 
and carry on thoſe trades for us. "Mr. Bolton who ap- 
: pears at the head of all the jron petitions to parliament 
| was in Ireland laft year, and would have engaged in ſuch 
works here If he could have got gentlemen of probity and 
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Any one whazreads. the Qbſeryations/on 
the, Trade of Ireland will;eafily ſee, how jus © - 
dicious a uſe is made of, the duplixity, of 
this term, to create apprehenſions aud: dam 
gers, which, could not. othexwiſe have even 
the appearance of exiſtenc.. -24 
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Lord Shafteſbury has endeavoured 10 eds: 

\ b! iſh as the criterion of truth. —Our Author 
had ſtated, that Ireland now makes Little 
bar iron v, and he might ſafely have gone 
Further, and faid the does not make a ſingle 
Pound. He had ſtated alfo+, that till the 
© lays on che heavy duty, thay is, as he ex- 
; Plains it, the duty of J. os. gd. on every 
= ton of foreign | Iron imported 3. it cannot be 
expected any quantity of iron will be made 
there; ; and be had very truly Laid, that Ire- 
land will: object to this, as charging her 
-conſurnption heavily and unneceſſarily .— 
Aſter which he- propoſes his ſuccedaneur, 

which is, 6, for Ireland to import iron ore 

00 from Lancaſhire and Cumberland, - as 

1 ballaſt for $ oak - bark; and if pit-coal and 


0 '® Obſervitions on Ireland, page 235. 4 Din, p. 228. 
- 3 Ditto, p. 226. I Ditto, p. x27 
iy 


.., $,It.is to be hoped our author has given directen 
ing in Lancaſhire and Cumberland, 
32 mines and the ſhore, thoſe vaſt 838 
which are for ever henceforth to ſupply oak bark ſulficient 
to freight ſuch a number of veſſels to Ireland as may Its 
quire at leaſt 20,000 Wann fot wen ballaſt c. 
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1 peat, ot tptf, ſhould be wanting in Irs: 
« land, ſhe might alſd import her coals 
« from England, from \ whence ſhy can have 
i them 1 much cheaper than they can bs 
r ſold in Londen, where many branches of 
«© the iron manufaQure are carried on ; and 
* to this he ſubjoins, ther peat has deen 
« vſed jy Engan in ins works een 
8 e 1 Io 


? rurers 40 uot pay « ) 
paid in Br rien; and then the queſtion re» 
lues irſelf into this, have thee I N- 
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inne doit e that whete en coals can 
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1 
{l ae J 
uugtters ab j turf, gr ifi they have: lere is 
em infallible, noſtrum for making all heir 
Kartunes . 22154 no backga? mot a 
3 a2 yoo! nid! 129codo doym ad; *? 

20 FTbrough Ireland I. have feund ita ge- 
ueral opinions Mith which: any roviny e pe- 


dhodaile in undencaps. 8 fg: it cannot be 

prudence in any man to.cule, au gtheg fuel 
in large quantities for domeſtic uſes ; but I 
r a D gt argument, apiſing 
afrhanl chen ex pant conſi den: what, ian 
ynths v7 elpectss Mulde theiſſibuatign, of gn 
ba ease ufa irc t 


. 
h 
eb uff dan ha h/ 
eddtdendaSent al ies nta lg he inhabitants 
onf n @9pulougggity,oh Briſtol, would he 
Able tensup anch foyer ang draw homer that 


— the;bpules in er 


great 


Wa. 

gteut city Farniſh Mores- Auficient for ito? 
piefervativn!! 1 have found it it general 
matter of Tore difficulty, And in ſome ſeas 
ſons Hmpractleable; to provide à ſufficigney? 
oP%Yoad tarf, "even fot one family; wt! 
when the quaritiry-amiſt belencreaſed/"theE! 
Sound to be cobered with-f for drying 
muſt be enlargedtz 'Arid ther diſtance and dif- 
ficulty of drawing it muſt be augmented, 
eſpecially if the preſent ſcheme de to carry 
it all to the harbours dn tlie eaſtern coſts 
of Ireland; to meet e reer 
Os from Laneaſhire, . 2 
— 2aAguel dn 1 125 358 2} yr. 

e Skröpſhire domnfung wi 
of coal is ſtated, by our Authog at 368 
tons daily; we compute a ton of coal equa 
to 100 * keſhes of turf; each containing 16 
cubical feet, conſequently the day's equiva® 


4 4 wing : l > | __ , * 
tent would unt to . ca cubicaf 
' t 'P * 
D * 10 x 16 = = 1600 Xx 506 : = Tooooe x 365 — 
'  292.000,000, 


feet. 


— 
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bel. ünd the year's. bilolvolent to about 
$91,000,000 of cubic feet of turfi which 
would, therefore; require fr each ſuck 
eympany three good turf ſtirks; catch of 
them ſomewhat latget than the greater 
pytarid of Egypt which; a 1 reeotled; 
fands upon eleven acres of gtotind; and is 
about four hundred feet high: 
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Ia Ireland 1 temember this Whim of 
Heve it was in the year 1755; or t757, but 
it was then proved to be a Bubble, and the 
very idea has been ever ſince laughed at. 

Our Author's very reſpectable friends; 
whoſe vary words be ſeems; it this in- 
ſtance, to have adopted; though he has not 

thought it neceſſary to coininunitate the 
whole to the public, yet muſt have given 
him very different information. Mr. 
Richard Crawſkay, Mr. Joſeph Stanley, 
and Mr. Samuel Walker; when cxatitined 

befbre 
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before the Committee of Council *, declar- 
ed very expreſsly, that it was not poſſible to 
carry on any iron manufactory with peat 
fire only to any extent. What ! is it not 
even within the limits of poſſibility? How 
weighty then the argument to overturn the 
right and intereſts of Ireland. 


And now having pretty well got rid of 
our turf, let us examine the other part of 
the paragraph, which recommends . {melt- 
ing: Lancaſhire ore in Ireland with Eng- 
„ liſh coal, becauſe ſuch coal may be had 
* there cheaper than in London, where 
& branches of the iron manufacture are car- 
& ried on in hoops, rods, anchors, bolts, 
„ &c.” And here let me exhibit a notable 
inſtance of that equivoque in the word iron 
manufacture, which I formerly ſtated ; for 
as London, from foreign iron, manufactures 
hoops and rods, &c. in which the expence 
of firing is comparatively trifling, it muſt 


Report of the Lords of the Council, page 47. 
1 therefore 


EN 4 


therefore follow as a neceſſary conſequence, 


that Ireland, with the ſame firing imported, 


can ſmelt foreign ore, and forge the iron, 
and have it as cheap as the country in which 
all theſe materials are on the ſpot and grow 
together. —I would aſk the noble Author 
this direct queſtion, does he believe iron is 
ſmelted and forged from theſe materials 
only, within the city of London ? Does he 
believe there ever will, or does he think it 
poſſible, ſuch can be made there as cheap as 
foreign iron, with all its ſubſtdies, 1s now 
imported into London; and yet this is to be 
the foundation of the preſent equalization, 


Our Author, in comparing the advan- 
tages which Ireland might have over Bri- 
tain in the exportation of rod iron *, and 
which he is pleaſed to ſtate as amounting 
to between 151. and 20l. per cent. conſiders 
the coſt of the Ruſſia bar iron the ſame in 


* Obfervations on Ireland, page 230. 
London 
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7 1 
London and in Dublin, and the charge of 
manufacturing in both places to be the ſame, 
and the difference to ariſe from the dif- 
ference of duty only, and then by his cal - 
culation, ſtates the coſt of a ton of rod iron 
| in Dublin, after having paid the import 
duty on the material, to amount only to 
131. 3s. from which, if you deduct what 
he charges for the waſte and expence of 
ſlitting, being 11. 10s. the coſt of the iron 
muſt have been but 111. 13s. Engliſh.— 
And now let me call upon his Lordſhip to 
declare (and I think he owes the explana- 
tion to both countries) does he think it 
poſſible, with Lancaſhire pr Cumberland 
ore and Engliſh coals, to make ſuch a ton 
of iron in Ireland for that price. And if 
not, why are we miſled with ſuch calcula» 
tions I would go further, and call upon 
him to declare, did he ever hear that one 
ton of, ſuch Ruſſia iron was ever fold in 
Dublin for what he mentions to be the 
L 2 London 
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London price, deducting the difference of 
duty ?—Or, that ever one ton of Iriſh made 
rod iron ever was, or without great loſs 
could be, fold in Dublin for 131. 3s. Eng- 
liſh? And if. he proyes any one of theſe 
facts, I will give up the whole controyerſy. 
And if he does nct, 1 muſt repeat it, it 
was not well done, by ſuch unfounded 
ſtatements, to excite auimoſities between 
theſe kingdoms. | 8 


The next argument runs thus, “ * It 
© has been generally ſuppoſed that Ireland 
% has great diſadvantages in working iron 
% mines when compared with Great-Bri- 
+ tain, but the reaſon does not appear un- 
2 leſs i it ſhould ariſe from want of capital. 
« In general, it may be obſeryed, that the 
66 private capital of Engliſh manufacturers 
6 at preſent, combats the purſe of Ireland 


in the hands of a bountiful and liberal 


. Obſervations on Treland, page 234- 
66 Parliament. 


149 


% Parliament. But if Engliſhmen will em» 
& ploy their capitals in Ruſſia, why ſhouMl 
© they not employ them in Ireland, and 
* {ome Engliſh capitals are now engaged 
“ in erecting large iron works in Ruſſia.“ 
And to this is added, in a nate referred to 
as the explanation. It has been already 
* obſerved, that the price of Britiſh coals 
* on the Eaſt coaſt of Ireland, is lower 
* than in many places where manufactures 
of iron are carried on; it is remarkable, 
as the latter edis to encourage the 
„ ſpreading of manufactures, ſuch a tax as 
** that on coals coaſtways ſhould be adopt- 
« ed.” You will obſerve here, as in other 
places, the ſame contradiction of our Au- 
thor of his own opinions and aſſertions, 
which I ſhould not dwell upon if it ever oe- 
curred in any inſtance, where it was not 
for the purpoſe of doing ſome injury or 
another to Ireland, or where the latter 
taken up opinion was not the moſt un- 

Os: founded, 


= 


I 
founded. You will obſerve the ſame equi- 
voque on the word manufacture, as if it 
was of any conſequence to the preſent queſ- 
tion, what the price of coals might be in 
the Foreſt of Dean, where the principal 
fuel is charcoal made from wood; though 
I muſt ſay, in the neighbourhood of the 
Severn, I remember when I was at Briſtol 
Wells, I bought my coals at 6s. 8d. per 
ton, and J was informed, that to the ma- 
nufactories in that neighbourhood, they 
were afforded at 5s, per ton; what is it to 
the preſent queſtion what coals are at 
Woodſtock, where a pair of ſhoe-buckles 
ſhall be fold for fifty guineas ; ſtate to me 
great {melting works and forges where the 
fuel is all coal, where the buſineſs is carry- 
ing on to profit, where the price of coals is 
as dear as that of Britiſh coals is on the Eaſt 
coaſt of Ireland, and where the bar iron * 
cau be ſold for 15 or 16l. a ton, which our 


* Obſervations on Ireland, page 217. 


Author 
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Author ſtates as the preſent average price, 
or elſe we but deceive ourſelves and the 
public ; and admitting all theſe facts, the 
argument might ſtill be fallacious, as our 
Author ſeems purpoſely to omit making any 
allowance for carrying thoſe coals to, the 
mountainous parts of the country in which 
mines are generally found, or for bringing 
down the ore from mines to our harbours ; 
for his argument here refers to working 
Iriſh mines and not to his extraordinary 
expedient of importing foreign ore. I muſt 
obſerve too on the not uncommon attempt 
to raiſe jealouſies in the minds of Engliſh- 
men by for ever repeating to them the little 
occaſional bounties of the Iriſh parliament 


to infant manufactures but does he mean 


to ſuggeſt that ſuch bounties will give ca- 


pital to carry on expenſive iron works, or to 


countervail the fourteen millions we have 


heard of. 


I confeſs 
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1 confeſs from the fact he has mentioned; 
of Engliſhmen carrying their eapitals to 
Ruſſia, I ſhould have been inclined to have 
reaſoned with myſelt in a different manner; 
my firſt wiſe probably would have been that 
my countrymen ſhould kcep their money at 
home for the improvement of their own 
country—but if that cannot be, if the eapi- 
tal be too large for that purpole, or the des 
fire of gain or of change mult carry it abroad, 
then let my ſecond wiſh be, that it ſhould 
be carried to my ſiſter country for her im- 
provement, ſince her ſtrength is my ſtrength, 
and ſince J know from experience it will, 
in ſome ſhape or other, return from thence, 
together with its profits—this, in my mind, 
would be better thau going to Ruſſia or 


America, and I ſhould not terrify men ſo 


diſpoſed from the attempt, by collecting 
every ill thing that could be ſaid of Ireland. 
I omit to make any particular obſervation 
on the polite and affectionate manner of 


ſtating 


(% J 


ſtating our humble endeavour to ſupply 
ourſelyes with ſome of the mere neceſſaries 
of life by the appellation of this affectation 
of Ireland to extend manufactuxes. 


The next argument is this: As to the 
&« article coals * there is plenty in ſome. 
*« parts of Ireland, and probably in time they 
% may be got at as law a price as in Eng- 
* land, The iron ore, lime ſtone, and 
„ coal, will be found in the fame neigh · 
** boyrhood, and with the help of ſteam 
*« engines and navigations, [yo country is 
better fitted for the latter than Ireland] 
„ iron works may be eſtabliſhed wherever 
theſe articles can be found. And again 
“ he ſays, ſome kind of coals, + and gene- 
46 rally the worſt, anſwer the purpoſe of 
„ making coak much better than athers z 
« there are ſorts of coals, which, when 


* 
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* Obfervations on Ireland, p. 226, 227, + Ditto, 
Pate 212. 
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« coaked, are not ſufficiently cleanſed of 
« their ſulphur and impurities to make a 
«kind and malleable pig iron fit for the 
« forges; it has not yet appeared whether the 
«© Irifh coal is proper for making ccak. And 
again, the capital improvement of coak 
4% bar iron by Meſſrs. Wright and Jeſſon is 
«© now generally practi ſed, and it is this 
has much improved the quality and in- 
« creaſed the quantity of hw rh iron.“ 


What a maſs of conjecture and of aſ- 
ſertion, of knowledge and of ignorance, of 
probability and of impoſſibility, and of con- 


tradiction, i is here brought together, to ew 


that Ireland muſt ſhortly deſtroy the iron 
trade of England ! May her greateſt dan- 


gers never ſtand ſupported by better foun- 


dations, 


For, firſt, jt does not follow, becauſe coals 
have been found in ſome parts of ireland, 


that 


n 
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that therefore even they are in plenty. It 
is well known both in Britain and Ireland 
that there are many collieries that are not 
worth working, at leaſt to any conſiderable | 
extent ; either the vein is too thin, as was 
the caſe of that one Mr. Bolton examined 
in the County of Leitrim, or too ſtoney, or 
too much embarraſſed with culm, or too 
deep. too much affected with water, or the 


rocks too hard. I am well acquainted with 
collieries of this ſort on both ſides of the river 
Shannon towards its mouth, where the vein 
of coal is but about eight of nine inches 
thick, and yet theſe have been flowly - 
worked for years, for the benefit of the 
culm only, and this may be ſaid to be in 
ſome degree the caſe of all the collieries ever 
opened 1n Ireland, that excepted, in the 
Kilkenny mines, (of which hereafter) that 
the coal produced is in ſmall quantity, arid 
I am confident no other colliery in Ireland 
ever produced one-twentieth part of what 
M d - has 


( 841 
has been ſtated to be uſed by the one cotti- 
pany in Shropſhire. Though the Drum- 
glaſs colliery has been open for many years 
in the moſt populous and ſpirited part of 
| Ireland, yet ſo little and indifferent has been 
its produce, that Engliſh coals are burned 
within a very few miles of it, and thoſe 
brought by a long inland carriage. 


Again, ſome collieries are found in moun- 
tainous places, difficult of acceſs, and others 
on inhoſpitable ſhores, for the greater part 
of the year inacceſſible; ſuch is the ſitua- 
ation of the Ballycaſtle collieries, where, 
after the public had laid out large ſums in 
endeayouring to make a harbour, the ſea has 
finally triumphed, the work has been aban- 
doned, and no coals are brought from thence 
but in the Summer months, and thoſe in 
ſmall quantities. And exactly ſimilar mui: 
be the eaſe with reſpect to any other veins 
of coal that may be found in that moun- 

| tainovs 
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tain6us part of the County of Antrim. A 


convincing proof of theſe aſſertions may be 
drawn; I think, from the condu of the 
Iriſh parliament, and the conſequences there- 


of; coals being a neceſſary of life, and the 
bogs in many places nearly cut out, our 
legiſlature has been anxious to open collie- 
ries, and as encouragement, has given 2 
bounty of 28. per ton for all Inſh coals 
brought coaſtways to the capital; but though 
this bounty has ſubſiſted many years and is 
perpetual, yet ſuch has been the poverty of 
all our Iriſh works, * that the annual amount 
of this bounty has only been 1451: 68. 11d. 
and the greater part of this for malting coals 
from Kilkenny. 


And this deficieticy in the quantity of the 
mineral throughout this kingdom is not 
confined to coals only, but has been ob- 
ſerved in all our mines, of lead, of filver, 


See Young's Tour through Ireland. 
| of 
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of copper, &c. none of which contain the 


ſame quantities, nor thoſe vaſt maſſes which 
are to be found in the mines of England; 
ſuch as the Paris Mountain of copper in 
Wales, the Duke of Devonſhire's lead mine 
in Derbyſhire, the tin mines of Cornwall, 
worked ſince the time of the Phenicians, 
and the collieries of N ewcaſtle, which have 
ſupplied London conſtantly ſince about the 
time of Henry VIII. if I recollect right. 


Perhaps it might not be a difficult matter 
to account phyſically for this inferiority in 
the Iriſh mines, if this was a proper place 


for philoſophical enquiry. 


With reſpe& to the Kilkenny collieries, 
which are more extenſive; I believe, even 
Mr. Bolton, who examined them, will af- 
ſure the Engliſh iron makers that they may 
reſt in the moſt perfect ſecurity ; they are 


an excellent coal for making malt, becauſe 
they 
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ey do not ſmoak, and for that purpoſe 

they are carried throughout Ireland, but 

they neither blaze nor can be coaked, and 
therefore are unfit for the iron furnace. 

They only grow red like a maſs of heated 

iron, and are fo full of ſulphur, that if uſed 
in a bed-chamber, the door of which ſhould 
| happen to be ſhut, the probable conſequence 
would be death to the perſon fleeping there, 
of which there have been too many inſtances, 
and yet ſo difficult is it to diveſt this coal of 
that ſulphur, that the ſame effect would be 
produced after the fire had been burning 
ſeven or eight hours. In ſhort, I defy our 
author to produce an inſtance of one place 
in Ireland, where ſuch iron founderies have 
been or are carrying on with Iriſh pit coal 
to any material extent. 


But, ſays our author, navigations may do 
much, and there is no country better fitted 
for theſe than Ireland, and ſorry I am, I am 

obliged 
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obliged to contradict him in this aſſertion, 


not that jt would be material to the preſent 
aryument unleſs he could ſhew thoſe navi- 
gations led to collieries and iron mines; but 
the fact 1 fear will be found that there is no 
country mare unfit for theſe than Ireland; 
firſt, becauſe the whole iſland hes high 
above the ſea, riſing ſuddenly for the moſt 
part from the coaſt, as may be beſt illuſtrat» 
ed by the Dublin canal, whoſe loweſt ter- 
mination is 60 feet aboye the level of the 
ſea, and which canal riſes from thence 1g3 


feet more in the diſtance of 17 miles, and 
this creating a multitude of locks, makes 
our navigations more tedious. in paſſing, 
more expenſive in keeping up, and more 
eaſily put out of repair than any others I be- 
lieve in Europe. Another circumſtance a- 
gainſt them ariſes from the ſtratums through 
which they paſs, which Mr. Young has 
well deſcribed in his Tour through Ireland, 


where he ſays, the circumſtance which 


6 ſtrikes 


189 J 
& ſtrikes me as the greateſt ſingularity of 
„ Ireland is the rockyneſs of the foil ; 


** 


* ſtone is ſo general, that I have great rea- 
p 


ſon to believe the whole iſland is one vaſt 
& rock of different ſtrata and kinds of ſtone 
& riſing out of the ſea j in general this ap- 
e pears in every part of the kingdom. And 
„ this rockyneſs of the ſoil is ſo univerſal 
© that it predominates in every ſort ; one 
„ cannot uſe with propriety the term, clay 
& Joam, ſand, &c. it muſt be a ſtony clay, 
a ſtony loam, a gravelling ſand, &c.“ 
the conſequence of which is, that where- 
ever we have ſunk our navigations to any 
conſiderable depth, we have been obliged to 
work our way with gunpowder. Another 
particularity 1s in the ſtratum generally over 
this rock, which is a gravelly loam almoſt 
as difficult as the ſtone to cut, and fo tena- 
cious, that I well remember Mr. Smeaton's 


declaring, that if any engineer had told him, 


with how little lope we could venture to 


N make 
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make our banks, he could not believe him 

till he ſaw it; the conſequence of all this 
has been, that the Dublin navigation, or as 
it is generally called, the Grand Canal, and 

which is the only work we have of that kind 
of any conſiderable extent, or which 1s in 
any very great forwardneſs, though it has 
the metropolis for its termination, and has 

been the favourite object of the parliament 
and of the people for a long time, though ĩt 
has been near thirty years continually go- 
ing on, and has coſt upwards of Zoo, ocol. 
yet it is not finiſhed ſo as to be navigable 

more than thirty miles, nor is any part of 
it dug more than twenty miles, and when it 
ſhall be finiſhed fo far as Munſter-Even, 
which I hope it will be in this Summer, 
there will be on this ſhort ſpace about thirty 
' locks from eight to ten feet fall ;—from 
hence you may judge what time it will take 
to its final accompliſhment ; as yet I believe 
its further courſe is not even determined on, 
| but 


1 


but if it goes directly to Lough Allen, 
where the report of Mr. Evans, the engi- 
neer, (mentioned or alluded to ſo often in 
the evidence before the council and parlia- 
ment of Britain, and by our author) ſtates, 
that there are iron and coal, I will venture 
to aſſert they have not yet worked one third 
part of the diſtance between Dublin and that 
lake, and therefore I ſhall ſubmit to every 
impartial perſon, whether the ſyſtem which 
in a few years may probably bring the Eng- 
liſh foundery to perfection, or this plan of 
navigation, will be firſt accompliſhed, 


I would gladly haſten to our Author's 
particular calculations, if I did not find it 
neceflary to ſay ſomething again on what 
is mentioned introductory to thoſe calcula- 
tions. —It is ſaid in the name of thoſe 
concerned in the iron trade * that Ireland 


muſt underſell Britain in her commerce 


* Obſervations on Ireland, page 229, 230, 231. 
N 2 with 
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with the American States, and alſo on the 
continent of Europe, ſo materially in heavy 
iron wares, that ſhe muſt rapidly ſupplant 
Britain in that branch, unleſs her export is 
protected by a bounty, which ſhould be 
near a third part more than the duty, as 
30 cwt. of the bar will, on an average, 
make leſs than 22 ewt. of wrought iron; 
and that Ireland will not obſerve the ſpirit 
of her compact, to which ſhe had agreed 
when the American States were dependent 
on Britain; and that the compal was, 
that both countries ſhould pay ſimilar or 
equal duties “. And our Author has cer- 
tainly acted fairly in ſtating this on heavy 
iron wares only, and in making his calcu- 
lations on theſe articles only, becauſe theſe 
are the only ones which Ireland, in her in- 
fant ſtate, can be ſuppoſed able to make, 
or which America, in her infant ſtate, and 
the Weſt Indies, in their infant and de- 


* Obſervations on Ireland, page 219. 
pendent 
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pendent ſtate, can be ſuppoſed able to pure 
chaſe, Rod i iron, rolled iron, bolts, nails, 
anchors, and hoops, are neceſſaries of life, 
or for the package of their manufactures, 

Beſides, of the 
finer ſorts, much is rated under different 
denominations, and ſubject to higher du- 


or for their ſhipping. 


ties, or are rated, ad valorem, as hardware 
and ſteel, and therefore do not fall within 
the compact. In the ſtill higher manu- 
factures, the price of the material, compa- 
ratively ſpeaking, 1s loſt in the value of che 
workmanſhip, ſo that whether the firſt 
duty is 108. or 3]. is totally immaterial z 
thus, merely to ſhew by an example how 
far this can be carried, let us ſuppoſe, for 
a moment, a ton of the pendulum fprings 
of watches could be collected, and that 
there could be found a market for thera, 
theſe would be worth half the iron import- 
ed into England within the compaſs of the 
year,—But the weight of all fine goods is- 


trifling, 
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trifling, and therefore whoever would make 
any juſt and true average on this ſubject, 
muſt have before him the quantities, as well 
as the quality and prices of the different 
articles :---without this, he may amuſe 
himſelf, or delyde the public with compu- 
tations ; he may fill his works with Cuſtom- 
Houle extracts, and appear to the ignorant 
2 may of deep reſearches, but by thoſe who 
underſtand the matter he will be ſtill thought 
And if this be the juſt and 


only ground of computation (as J am con- 


ignorant. 


vinced it is), I defire ta ſee how our Author 
can make out his aſſertion, that 30 cwt. of 
bar iron will make leſs thau 22 cwt. of 
yrought iron, and that the equivalent ſhould 


be nearly one third more than the import 


duty; oreven, as he elſewhere expreſſes it *, 
that in the groſs iron wares 25 cwt. of the 
bar would be an equivalent for 20 cwt. of 
the wrought, and in the finer kinds 40 or 
45 cwt. 


9 Obſervations on Ireland, page 225. 


„ 


And yet even this would be ſufficient to 
prove, that the computation of 1778, was 
by no means made on an equal principle for 
Ireland, where not 22 cwt. but barely 20 
cwt. is ſuppoſed the produce of 30 cwt. of 
the material, and the equivalent is ſtated not * 
nearly but preciſely one third more than the 
duty.---And now to come to theſe particu- 
lar calculations, which, I muſt beg leave, 
to ſet out in the Author's own words* 


« Calculations for Iron Hoops. 


4. . as 
A ton of Ruſſia iron fit for n 
* hoops, coſt in 1784, in 
„ London, nearly - - 14 10 o 
« Waſte of metal and charge of 
6 ſmelting, . 3 10 0 


——ͤ—j— — — 


*. Obſervations on Ireland, page 229, 230. 


& Coſt 


Coſt of a ton of hoops an Lon- 


4 don > 316 4x 


Difference of duty on a tort of 
& har iron in favour of Ire- 


& land, * 6:8 


Coſt of a ton of hoops in Dub- 

&« ln, | þ - 15 13 
Difference in favour of Ireland, 

* about 151. per cent. | 


Calculation of ſplit iron. 


A ton of Ruſſia bar iron, fit 
« for rod iron, colt, in Lon- 


* don, in 1784, about 14 6 


| Waſte of metal and charge of 
6 ſlitting, 8 - 


Colt of a ton of rod iron in 


* London, - 9 42 16 


0 


Dif- 


1 


2 6. d. 


Difference of duty in favour 
„of Ireland, „ 


MM. as. 5 


— 


© Coſt of a ton of rod iron in 

« Dublin, ws 13 3 6 
„ Difference in favour of Ire- 

land, between 151. and 


% 20l. per cent. 


I believe it will be obvious to every body, 
that theſe calculations have been made 
principally to eſtabliſh the obſervations 
ſtated at the end ofeach of them, that 
Ireland has in one inſtance 1 51. per cent. in 

the other between 1 5l. and 20l. per cent. 
advantage over England, and that ſuch con- 
dluſion could not follow, unleſs the general 
value was kept low. A moment, however, 
for argument ſake, I will allow our Author 
all his improbable, and all his impoſſible 


O premiſes; 
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premiſes ; ſuch as that a ton of Ruſſia bar 
iron, fit for rods, was ever bought in Dub- 
lin for -x11.-13s. (or 141. leſs by 21. 78. 
the difference in duty) that fuch ton 
could be carried to Lucan, or Leixlip, 
the neareſt ſlitting mills, and there worked 
with coals, coſting above a guinea a ton, 
and then brought back in rods to Dublin, 
and that the waſte of iron, and all the ex- 
pences, ſhould not ftand in more than 
1. 108. admit the whole of his 
ealculation, that the ton of Engliſh rods 
in London ftands in 151. 108. and in 
Dublin 13). 38. Engliſh, and now they 
are ready in both places for exportation, 
fuppoſe to the Weſt- Indies; the Engliſh 
go out free; the Iriſh by the compact 
muſt pay export duty 21. 168. 3d. Engliſh, 
add this to 131. 38. and the amount will 
ſtand thus on ſhip board: 


The 


n rr a 
* RS. 


© APC E 


The lis, „„ n 
The Engliſh, — 5 1200 15 10 © 


— ́ — — 


Balance in favour of the Engliſh o 9 3 
which is near three per cent. and which, 
conſidering that freight from London is 
always cheaper to the Weſt-Indies than 
from Dublin, with the advantages ariſing 
from ſuperior capital and the rate of in- 
tereſt, is enough to deſtroy any wholeſale 
trade on earth; to which, if theſe wares 
are made of Engliſh iron, muſt be added 
21. 16s, per ton more, which in this 
computation is ſuppoſed paid as import 
duty; and this proves demonſtrably, of 
our Author's own ſhewing, how unequal 
was the compact of 1778. The ſame ad- 
vantage of gs. 3d. will be found in his 
other computations, though the per centage 
will not be quite ſo large. Is it ſurpriſing, 
after this, that Ireland has never ſeut 
any of theſe heavy wares to the Weſt- 
O 2 Indies 
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Indies, and that ſhe as ſtrongly afferts ſhe 
never can, and yet this is the prohibitory 


duty which ſome men have the modeſty to 
inſiſt upon, that Ireland ſhould now im- 
poſe on her own trade with free States, or 
that ſhe muſt be charged with breach of 


good faith and agreement. 


I feel I muſt have convinced every im- 
partial mind, and yet theſe obſervations 
compel me to go one ſtep further, and ſhew, 
that all the miſtakes herein are not alto- 
gether unintentional. 


The main intent of theſe calculations 
was to ſhew, that Ireland would have 1 5}. 
per cent. in one article, and from 151. to 
20l. per cent. in another, and to prove 
this, it was neceſſary to ſtate theſe articles 
far below their real value. 


If 


n 
. * 


5 
b 
4 
* 
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If a ton of rod iron in London coſt but 
1 5l. 10s. and there is a loſs upon that of 
21. 7s. that is certainly at the rate of 
151. 5s. 6d. on every hundred pounds va- 
lue; but if that rod iron be worth 20l. 
though the loſs ſhould be ſtill 21. 75. per 
ton, yet this loſs falls but upon a fifth part 
of every 1ool. and conſequently is but 
x11. 15s. inſtead of 151. per cent. Raiſe 
the price ſtill higher, the loſs would be 
proportionably leſs, 


And now allow me to ſhew how our 
Author himſelf has ſtated theſe prices in 
the ſame year 1784, where there was no 
occaſion to ſtate things too ſtrongly againſt 
Ireland. In his American Obſervations he 


ſays gl 


« A ton of Iron when manufactured in 
“ Britain into rods is worth = FL. 21 


v oo,  - = 8 >: 


* Obſervations on America, page 20. 


4 Bolts, _ — - — — 24 


« Anchors . » — - - 30 
% // ˙·ĩ . , c. 28 
46 Hoes and axes, - - „ 
4 Anvils, - - - - 42 


6 Tin Plates - — — — $6 
* Steel, - — o — — 56 


Oh! ancient honour of the Britiſh name, 
can you ſuffer ſuch arguments any longer 
to avail; to break the bonds of brotherly 
affections, and to alienate, if poſſible, from 
your markets your beſt cuſtomers. 


I have done with this part of the argu» 
ment, becauſe I am ſure I muſt have con- 
vinced every man, that Iriſh exportation 
never has, in a fingle inſtance, to any part 
of the world, interfered with the Engliſh 
iron exportation; that Ireland never did, 
nor ever can, import Baltic iron on the ſame 


terms with the Engliſh, and therefore, that 
- ſhe 
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ſhe finds it her intereſt to import it from 

London, in which caſe ſhe pays not 10s. 
but 148. per ton duty, as the fact is ſtated 
by the Lords of the Committee of the 


Council “*; and that in a very ſhort timo 
England 


* It ſeems almoſt unneceſſary to multiply arguments 
on this ſubject; whoever but looks at a map of Europe, 
and fees how Edinburgh or Hull ſtands with reſpect to 
the mouth of the Baltic, will be ſatisfied; whoever recol- 
lects the ingenious arguments of the Scotch, when they 
wiſhed to induce the Irifh gentlemen to fubſcribe to their 
navigation from Edinburgh to Glaſgow, will remember 
the principal one to be that, by that means, we could im- 
port our iron and naval ſtores cheaper acroſs Scotland, 
than we can do by long fea. The ordinary freight of 
iron, as ballaſt, from Peterſburgh to London is but five 
ſhillings per ton, the freight to Hull is 10s. befides 
| inſurance; Ireland, en a medium, imports but about 
750 tons of hemp, and conſequently can little leſſen, 
by that means, the freight of iron, which comes to 
her as a principal part of eyery cargo. The medium 
freight from Peterſburgh to Dublin is 33s. Engliſh, 
befide infurance ; in the time of war this was more 
ſtriking. In the laſt war the demand for hemp, &c. was 
ſo great, that the freight of iron to London was never 
raiſed ; at the fame time that to Dublin from Peterſburgh 
was three guineas per ton. You, Sir, in the examina- 
tion before the Lords of the Committee of Council in 

February 
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England will make bar iron endugh at 
home, fully to ſupply theſe three kingdoms, 
at which time foreigners will be totally ex- 
cluded, and England will have the mono- 
poly of our market, upon the only terms 
any monopoly ſhould be ever eſtabliſhed, 
that of ſupplying us cheaper than can be 
done by any other part of the world. 


I paſs 


February laſt, in concert with Mr. Bolton, Mr. Wilkin- 
fon, Mr. Reynolds, and Mr. White +, have been pleaſed 
to aſcertain this fact, and to aſſign the true cauſes of theſe 
conſiderable advantages that Britain has over Ireland 
your anſwers are ſtated to me thus: Though the Iriſh 
* pay ſomething of higher duty upon foreign irgn import- 
« ed from this country, together with two freights, yet 
© theſe diſadvantages are ſuppoſed to be counterbalanced 
« by the credit they get here, and which they could not 
get in Ruſſia or Sweden. By our importing iron fre- 
« quently as ballaſt, together with hemp and other com- 
* modities, which enable us to fell it much cheaper, and 
& by the convenience the Iriſh have of purchaſing it in 
& ſmall quantities as they want it, and thereby carrying 
© on their trade with a leſs capital.” And to this might 
be added, the different rate of intereſt on the two coun- 


+ Page 49, Examination before the Council, concerning 


iron and iron manufactures, 
tries. 
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1 paſs over the exaggeration of the Shrop- 
ſhire company's conſuming five hundred 
tons of coals every day,.in which event, 


| allowing even two tons of coal to make one 


ton of iron, that company alone might make 
between ſeventy. and eighty thouſand tons a 


year, which 1s equal to the whole conſump- 
tion of England. The real fact, as I under- 
Rand it, ſtands thus with the houſe of Mr. 
Wilkinſon, &c. which being the moſt ex- 


tenſive as I hear in that part of England, I 


tries. There are but one or two ittle circumſtances in 
Which I can differ from this account; but with reſpe& to 
credit, or the poſtponement on the term of payment, for 
goods beyond what is aſaally allowed in the courſe of 
buſineſs, it is generally confidered as the advantage the 
rich merchant has over the poorer one, and for which the 


former is fure, ſome low or another, to be paid, not only 


the common intereſt, but whatſoever extraordinary he 
might make by his money, in a courſe of more frequent 
circulation, and for his riſque alſo, 

And the ſame might be ſaid with reſpect to him who 
buys up goods in large quantities, and ſells out again in 
ſmaller ſhares, And theſe therefore are obſtructions 
ariſing from the poverty of Ireland, not cauſes that can 
ſet up a rivalſhip againſt England. 


P I muſt 
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muſt preſume to be the one to which our 
Author alludes. That houſe, I hear, makes 


one hundred tons of bar iron every week, 


and expects, during the courſe of this year, 
to make two hundred tons a week, and 
when one houſe can do this, the buſineſs 1s 
accompliſhed. Theſe gentlemen, IT hear, 
have their coals from two ſhillings and ſix- 
pence to four ſhillings per ton, and can now 
finiſh their iron for eleven pounds per ton 
and when Lord Dundonald's ſcheme of ex- 
tracting pitch and tar, and volatile alkali, 
and eſſential oil, from pit-coal, during its 
operation of coaking is accompliſhed, their 
fuel probably will come confiderably at a 
lower rate, and the iron will be made the 
cheaper. And theſe works being fituated 


on the Severn, or the river 


runs the Severn, they will have the ſupply 


of Ireland by the moſt eaſy conveyance ; 
and accordingly I hear from one of the 
principal houſes in that line here, that they 
are now in actual trcaty for being ſupplied 

| from 


„which 


| 
; 
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from thence with that iron but it is not 
in iron only, but with this ſuperiority in 
firing, with the benefit of water carriage, 
and with the advantage of this river —, 
which I hear is all full of mills and ma- 
chinery already, they will underſell the 
world in all the heavy iron manufactures 


alſo, 


I come now, though reluctantly, to thoſe 
parts of the obſervations “ in which while 
Ireland is repreſented + as affecting to en- 
courage the ſpreading of manufactures, 
$ and while doubts are ſaid to be enter- 
** tained of the expediency of endeavouring 
on her part to make iron a principal part 
* of the manufacture of her kingdom, and 
of vying with a favourite and eſtabliſhed 
F manufacture of Great Britain,“ ſhe is 
held out to the jealouſy of England } under 


* Obſeryations on Ireland, p. 235. + Ditto, p. 219. 
Ditto, page 220. 
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the invidious and alarming appellation of 
its nero rival. fifter of Ireland, and that (for 


the purpoſe of giving that rivalſhip effect, 
we muſt preſume) ſteam 85 0 are now. 


erecting there. 


Now, would not any man imagine that 
this was altogether an encroachment and a 
novelty, and could he be perſuaded that the 
only crime of devoted Ireland was, her 
continuing to make for her own uſe plows 
ſhares and reaping hooks, nails and hoops, 
and ſuch articles, as in all probabihty ſhe 
was 1n the habit of-making before the name 
of Engliſhman was ever heard of in her 
iſland. That the furnaces of Ireland never 
were in ſo forſaken and deplorable a way as 
they are at preſent , and that no ſteam en- 
gine ever has been applied to the making 
or manufacturing: iron in Ireland. That the 


great iron works which were at Mountrath, 
at Swadlingbar, at Lough Allen, at Wood- 
ford 


N 
1 
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fork and Feakell, thoſe in the County of 
Cork, of Galway, of Mayo, and many 
other parts af Ireland, are all abandoned, 
and even the laſt lingering one at Enniſcor- 
thy, has declined, and that in return all 
we have gained (the object of this mighty 
envy) is a very few little rolling, plating 
and ſlitting mills for working with foreign 
iron, and yith foreign coals for domeſtic 
uſes only. Four, I think, near Dublin— 
one at Newry—-and one, I think, near 
Waterford ; and that in ſpight of what they 
do, the importation of iron wares from 
England is daily encreaſing. I aſked the 


proprietors of what I believe to be the moſt 


conſiderable of theſe, to give me ſame com- 
parative view of the work the did, and his 
anſwer was, that his conſumption of coals 
in the year, was not more than what Lord 
Shefficld ſtates as the conſumption of one 
Engliſh company in one day. | 


The 


{ 220 } 


TheObſerver himſelf has properly enough 
ſtated the caſe, where he ſays, © that in 
% England the ſcarcity and price of wood 
& had rendered it impoſſible to enter into 
„ competition with foreigners, or to make 
#4. iron enough for home conſumption and 
& manufactures, and * but within a few 
& years the trade has been reſcued from 
* ruin by the expedient of eee coaked pit 
* coal,” 


* So, while Ireland had woods, ſhe had 
6 alſo many iron works, + but when the 
former were cut down and deſtroyed, 
& there was of courſe nearly an end of the 
latter; the improvements in making iron 
% have now . engouraged her to revive 
« them.” And where my good Lord is 
the eflabh/bhed excluſive manufacture in the 
one, or the zew and culpable rivalſhip in 
the other ? 


® Obſervations on Ireland, page 212, + Ditto, p. 227. 
And 
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And where was the neceſſity under theſe 
heads of iron and ſteel, to heap together 
every thing that might be thought to imply 
a threat or induce an embarraſſment on un- 
offending Ireland, every thing that might 
diſcourage or diſgrace that country, every 
thing that might excite in England a diffi- 
dence of or an animoſity againſt her people? 
«© I do not ſee, in an examination of iron 
and ſteel * that it was altogether neceſ- 
* ſary to ſet out, that if Ireland really 
« means an arrangement in every reſpect 
«* reciprocal, ſhe mut expect to give a bounty 
* on the export of Britiſh linens from 
„ thence.” But Ireland is not, I believe, 


terrified at this formidable argument; as an 


* 


Iriſhman, I will expreſs my own. opinion 

on the ſubject freely: If Britain defires it 

the is intitled to each bounty when it was 

firſt given by Britain, it was not merely 

to enable the Northern Iriſh abſentees to 
* Obſervations on Ireland, page 232. 

N ſpend 
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ſperid a larger property in her country 
It was that the Iriſh linens might make a 
part in thoſe aſſerted cargoes in which one 
article contributes to the ſale of another, 
and in which the being able to ſupply his 
cuſtomer with every thing, in ſome degree 
ſecures to the merchant his monopoly. 


Some few years ago; when Ireland being 
reſtored to her com mereial right, too fondly 


+ perſuaded hetſelf that the exerciſe of a free 


trade muſt be as extenſive as the name, ſhe 
thought it prudent to grant a ſimilar boun- 
ty that her linens might make a part of her 
foreign cargoes alſo, If Britain now wiſhes 
that we ſhould add her linens to our aſſort- 
ments, I do not ſee how Ireland can refuſe 
it, and therefore, if called upon, I will 
move it myſelf in parliament; 


But what ſhall we fay to that general 
aflertion of our author's, which declares à 


petpetual 


ar dt I; ＋ 
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perpetual warfare between the two coun- 
tries“ * That it is impoſſible for Britain 
eto be permanently ſecured in any regula- 


& tions that may be made, but that when 
4 


our trade ſhall be once gone, in conſe- 
„ quence of our arrangements, and ſhe 
finds herſelf diſappointed, the recovery 
* of her trade will not be then probable,” 
And what indignation may an Iriſhman not 


* 


expreſs at the reaſon aſſigned which thus 
ftigmatiſes his country. It has not been, 
1. ſays our author, and it il not be the po- 
« licy of Ireland to enforce a very exact 
&* obſervance of ſuch cautions as may be 
adopted. Britain mult ſubmit her manu- 
* factures, her trade and commercial laws 
& to the fidelity of the Cuſtom-houſe 
6 officers of Ireland in many reſpects, and 
& in conſequence thereof her trade will be 
gone.“ | 


* Obſervations on Ireland, page 232. 
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And muſt not the trade of Ireland, in 
like manner, be committed to the care of 
Engliſh and Scotch revenue officers ; and 
is not the trade and intercourſe of both 
countries, at this moment, committed to 
them without receiving any material inju- 
ry? I do not pretend to ſay ſome contra- 


band trade will not be carried on between 


two countries ſo contiguous to each other, 
but I could never find any evidence that 
ſhewed, that this illicit trade is carried on 
to greater extent in Ireland than in Bris. 
tain, or that our revenues here are leſs at - 
tended to. 1 have heard it aſſerted, and I 
believe truly, that there was ſmuggling to. 
as great value in the port of London as in 
all Ireland; and I am certain, that neither 
Scotland, nor the Weſt of England, nor 
the contiguous coaſts of Suſſex, would yield 
to Ireland in this ſpecies of dexterity.— The 
late examination, relative to ſmuggling in 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons ſhews how 
| much 
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much we are ſurpaſſed in this buſineſs by 
our neighbours-- But it is hoped, when a 
wiſe and equitable arrangement of trade 
ſhall be made; when the two kingdoms 
ſhall be conſidered, in thefe reſpects, as two 
countries only, of the fame dominion, "by 
removing all obſtructions of additional im- 
port duty from the one to the other, and 
the conſequent temptation to ſmuggling 
ſhall be thus removed, it will be in the 
power of the Miniſters of each country 
exceedingly to ſimplify the mode of col- 
lecting their revenue, and to transfer much 
of the duty from import to inland exciſe. 
And when the proper cautions for carrying 
ſuch a ſyſtem into execution ſhall be adopted 
by Ireland upon the footing of fair faith, 
for her own benefit, with her own conſent, 
and by the laws of her Parliament, I ſay, it 


it is too much for any man to aſſert, that 


ſhe wil! not inforce an honourable obſer- 
vance of them, or that any former policy of 


Q 2 that 
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that country can juſtify a contrary conclu« 
ſion. 


| Among the different trades which it is 
thus ſuppoſed that Britain may loſe and 
Ireland gain, that to America 1s probably 
conſidered as one of the moſt extenſive 
but let me inform the noble author, that the 
beſt hold Britain has at this day of any part 


of the trade of America is by means of Ire- | 
land, and that if Ireland ſhall have Juſt cauſe | 


to be diſguſted, America will be loſt for | 
| ever; and that on the other hand, if theſe | 


iſlands ſhall ever have any chance of reco- 
vering any part of their antient influence in 
that vaſt, but yet unſettled empire, it muſt 
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be through the medium of Ireland; but : 
this, I fear, is a flight of policy of too 
bold a wing for modern miniſters, and there- : 
fore, I ſhall be filent on the ſubject; how- 
ever, I deſire here to enter my caveat againſt 
the 16th Propofition of the Engliſh Houſe 

| of 
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of Commons, ſo far as it relates to the ata 


ticle of American iron.---England, to pro- 
tet her own manufacture, lays a duty of 
21. 16s. on foreign iron.,---To favour her 
Colonies, ſhe permits the iron of Canada 
and Nova Scotia to be imported duty free. 

Ireland lets in iron of Ruſſia and Ame- 
rica equally at 10s. 6d.---ſhall ſhe be obliged 
under this 16th propoſition, to lay 11. 168. 
Engliſh additional on the iron of the Ame- 
rican States *, more than ſhe does on the 
Ruſſian; and muſt the not expect the mo- 
ment that unjuſt inequality is eſtabliſhed, 
to be excluded from the Ports of America 
for eyer. England you ſee will not be 
drawn to ſhew ſuch partiality to ſtrangers 


againſt Americans, 


But to return to our articles of iron and 
ſteel, I confeſs I do not lee clearly why our 


* Q. If Colony iron may not be imported into Ireland 
duty free. | 


author, 


\ 1iÞ } 
avthor, under theſe heads, ſhould think it 
neceſſary to ſtate © the extravagancies and 
* uncommon proceedings and unſettled late of 
 freland ,“ or why he ſhould thus make 
a charge upon a whole nation for the enor- 
mities of the rivtous, but ſtarving manufac- 
turers of the capital only, when he had be- 
fore ſaid, that a confiderable proportion of 
the country differed from them, and that the 
parliament of Ireland, by a great majority, 
had rejected their plan. I do not fee the 
occaſion why under this head, merely to 
injure the credit of Ireland+ he ſhould bring 
back the old ſtory of the Abſentee Tax 
which the Iriſh parliament rejected (in my 
opinion unwiſely) ſo long ago I think as 
November, 1772, and of which there has 
fince been but little mention ;---why he 
ſhould here (for the ſame purpoſc) impute 


* bſervations on Ireland, page 234. 
+ Obſervations on Ireland, page 238. 
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to a whole nation“ arbitrary and 1mpatient 


diſpoſitions. 


It may no doubt, to ſome people, feem 
not very di ſadvantageous to ſell their eſtates 
in one country for 10 years purchaſe , when 
they could lay out the money in another at 
23 years purchaſe ; but they will allow our 
weaker underſtandings to think this is ſome 
diſadyantage.---But while this rod is hung 
over us, and while we are thus aſſured, that 


Engliſhalen are not very fond of lending 


their money to Ireland, and that when they 
recollect, they will be much leſs ſo; may we 
hope that we ſhall not be upbraided with, 
this poverty, nor le&ured with this ſort of 
inſulting untolicited advice, That as Ire» 
land may ſometimes want money, it is not quite. 


jo prudent to take ſuch meaſures,” as taxing our 


adviſers 1. 


Obſervations on Ireland, page 234. + Ditto, page 
233. 1 Ditto, page 234 


It. 
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It may naturally now be aſked me, if 
this caſe be exactly as I have ſtated it; if 
there is no probability that Ireland will ever 
become the ſucceſsful rival of - England in 
the iron trade, whence all this anxiety 
upon the ſubject, and wherefore this pam- 
phlet of ſo many pages? I will anſwer di- 
rectly: I ſaw an alarming jealouſy riſing 
between theſe two kingdoms I thought 
there were ſome men in Britain, who con- 
ſidered Ireland on all occaſions, as a capable 
and willing opponent, who, unleſs ſtrongly 
coerced, muſt in the end carry away the 
greater part of her manufactures, and that 
in this country, alſo, there were many who 
thought they could well perceive, that tho? 
the legiſlature of Britain had lately emanci- 
pated our conſtitution and our trade, yet the 
manufacturing part of the people ſtilt 
ſeemed to claim the right of reſtraining, 
of taxing, of legiſlating for us, juſt as might 
ſuit their private conventence.---Thatin the 
town 


11 


town of Mancheſter, which according to 
Doctor Percival's laſt account of its popula- 


tion, as I recollect, contains about thirty- 


five thouſand perſons, men, women. and 
children, wiſe and fooliſh : there was found, 


according to the ſtatement of a noble Lord, 
no leſs than one hundred and twenty thou- 


ſand literate, adult, decided ſtateſmen, who 


had taken upon them to determine at once 


for us, and to inſtruct their own Parliament, 
upon a queſtion in politics ſo difficult, fo 
complicated, ſo abſtract, that it might have 
engaged the wiſdom of a Solon or a Plato, 
to decide on ; perhaps, the moſt abſtruſe 
that has ever, been agitated ; the conſtitu- 
tional union of two ſeparated, free and in- 


dependent kingdoms, 


Weave the warp, and weave the woof, 
The winding ſheet of Edward's race. 


I felt the powerful, though I am per- 
ſuaded unintended effect of Lord Sheffield's 


R publication 
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publication (at leaſt through this country) 
in exciting and confirming this jealouſy, 
and 1 confeſs, I trembled when J looked 
back on ſcenes juſt paſſed away on the other 
ſide of the Atlantic. 


Fraternas Acies, Alternaque Bella profanis 
decertata Odlis. 


Ant I wiſhed, while yet it was not too 
late, that my poor endeavours might be 
employed in counteracting theſe greateſt of 
calamities ; you, Sir, (from motives of re- 
ciprocality and affection, 1 admit) have 
thought fit to appeal to me on a part of 
this ſubject, and have thereby afforded me 
an opportunity of delivering ſo far my opi- 
nions, which I have with the greater free- 
dom, as they have not been taken up upon 
the ſpur of the preſent occaſion, but which 
appear to have been conceived, and uni- 
ſormly acted up to for more than ſeven 
years, and as ſuch, I may hope they will 


be conſidered impartial, 


% i993 

The cloſer England and Ireland becariis 
connected, the more eaſy, no doubt, will 
be the intercourſe, more of our nobility 
and gentry, more of our ingenious and re- 
fined artiſts will probably go to your coun- 
try.—In the coarſer branches, which de- 
pend on cheapneſs of living, where leſs 
capital and leſs ingenuity are required (if 
from local advantages ſuch works can be 
better carried on in Ireland) many of them 
probably will be eſtabliſhed here.—But in 
a ſhort time, if there be an encreaſe of in- 
habitants and trade, theſe will raiſe the 
price of labour and of proviſions —And 
taxes will, 1 fear, not be wanting in any 
part of the Britiſh dominions, ſo ſoon as 
there ſhall be found a capability of paying 
them—and thus things ſtill will preſerve 
their natural level. 


In the mean time, I cannot ſec how the 
ſucceſs of one country, on one fide of the 


narrow 


1124 1] 
narrow channel between theſe iſlands, can 
Injure another on the other ſide, more than 
how the property of Yorkſhire is to be af. 
feed by that of Lancaſhire, or your trade 
annihilated by the continuance of the Car- 
ron Company. 


Our empire, I fear, has already powers 
ful enemies on the Continent ; let us not 
weaken ourſelves by internal diviſion, let 
every part rather be ſtrengthened, and all 
united in affection; let us be true to one 
another, and Britain, I truſt, may yet be 


confident againſt the world in arms, and 


ſuch, Sir, is the warmeſt wiſh of 
. ＋ - * % 
Your very LIN 
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Humble ſervant, 


— LUCIUS O'BRIEN. 


RESOLUTIONS 
28 OF THE 
COMM ON $8, 


RELATIVE TO THE 


Adjuſtment of the Commereial Intercourſe 
between Great Britain and Ireland. 


AS AMENDED BY THE LORDS. 
Note. The Words printed in Italic, were inſerted ly the Lords. 


I. 
OD ESOLVED, That it is highly important to the general 
intereſts of the Britiſh Empire, that the intercourſe and 
commerce between Great Britain and Ireland ſhould be finally 
regulated on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual 

benefit of both countries. 
II. Reſolved, That it is conſiſtent with the eſſential intereſts 
of the manufactures, revenue, commerce, and navigation of 
Great Britain, that a full participation of commercial advan- 
tages ſhould be permanently ſecured to Ireland, whenever a 
- proviſion, equally permanent and ſecure, ſhall be made by the 
parliament of that kingdom towards defraying, in proportion 
to its growing proſperity, the neceſſary expences, in time of 
peace, of protecting the trade and general intereſts of the em- 
ire. 

III. Reſolved, That, towards carrying into full effect ſo de- 
ſireable a ſettlement, it is fit and proper that all articles, not the 
growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, except thoſe 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any of the countries 
de the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, 
ſhould be imported into each kingdom from the other recipro- 
cally, under the ſame regulations, and at the ſame duties (if 
ſubject to duties) to which they would be liable when imported 
directly from the country or place from whence the ſame ma 


have been imported into Great 1 582 or Irelard reſpectively, 
ot as 
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as the caſe may be; and that all duties originally paid on im- 
portation into either country reſpectively, except on arrack and 
foreign brandy, and on rum, and all forts of ſtrong waters, not 
imported from the Britifh Colonies in the Weſt Indies, ſhall be 
fully drawn back, within a time to be limited, on exportation to 
the other; but nevertheleſs, that the duties ſhall continue to be 
protected and guarded as at preſent, by witholding the drawback 
until a certificate from the proper officers of the revenue in the 
kingdom to which the export may be made, ſhall be returned, 
and compared with the entry outwards. | 

IV. Reſolved. That it is highly important to the general in- 
tereſts of the Britiſh Empire, that the laws for regulating trade 
and navigation ſhould be the ſame in Great Britain and Ireland ; 
and therefore that it is eſſential, towards carrying into effect the 
preſent ſettlement, that all laws which have been made, or ſhall 
be made, in Great Eritain, for ſecuring excluſive privileges to 
tie ſhips and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Bri- 
tiſh Colonies and Plantations, and for regulating and reſtraining 
the trade of the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations (ſuch laws im- 
poſing the fame reſtraints, and conferring the ſame benefits, on 
the ſubjects of both kingdoms) ſhould be in force in Ireland, 

by laws to be paſſed in the parliament of that kingdom, for the 
ſame time and in the ſame manner as in Great Britain. 

V. Reſolved, That it is further eſſential to this ſettlement, 
that all goods and commodities of the growth, produce, or ma- 
nufacture of Britiſh or foreign colonies in America, or the Weſt 
Indies, and the Britiſh or foreign ſettlements on the Coaſt of 
Africa, imported into Ireland, ſhould, on importation, be ſubject 
to the ſame duties and regulations as the like goods are, or from 
time to time ſhall be ſubject to, upon importation into Great 
Britain; or if prohibited to be imported into Great Britain, 
ſhall be prohibited in like manner from being imported into 
Ireland. 

VI. Reſolved, That in order to prevent illicit practices in- 
jurious to the revenue and commerce of both kingdoms, it is 
expedient, that all goods, whether of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, or of any foreign 

country, which ſhall hereafter be imported into Great Britain 
from Ireland, or into Ireland from Great Britain, ſhould be put 

(bylaws to be paſſed in the parliaments of the two kingdoms) 

the ſame regulations with reſpe& to bonds, cockets, and 

other inſtruments, to which the like goods are now ſubject in 
paſſing from one port of Great Britain to another, 

VII. Reſolved, That, for the like purpoſe, it is alſo expe- 

dient, that when any goods, the growth, produce, or manu- 

facture 
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facture of the Britiſn Weſt India Iſlands, or any other of the 
Britiſh Colonies or Plantations, ſhall be ſhipped from Ireland 
for Great Britain, they ſhould be accompanied with ſuch ori- 
inal certificates of the revenue officers of the ſaid Colonies as 
hall be required by law on importation into Great Britain 
and that, when the whole quantity included in one certificate 
ſhall not be ſhipped at any one time, the original certificate, pro- 
perly indorſed as to quantity, ſhould be ſent with the firſt par- 
cel ; and, to identify the remainder, if ſhipped within a time to 
be limited, new certificates ſhould be granted by the principal 
officers of the ports in Ireland, extracted from a regiſter of the 
original documents, ſpecifying the quantities betore ſhipped 
from thence, by what vellels, and to what ports. h 

VIII. Reſolved, That it is eflential, for carrying into effect 
the preſent ſettlement, that all goods exported from Ireland to 
the Britiſh Colonies in the Weſt Indies, or in America, or to 
the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of A'rica, or to the coun- 
tries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Ma- 
gellan, ſhould from time to time be made liable to ſuch duties 
and drawbacks, and put under ſuch regulations, as may be 
neceſſary, in order that the ſame may not be exported with leſs 
incumbrance of duties or impoſitions than the like goods ſhall 
be burthened with when exported from Great Britain. 

IX. Reſolved, That it is eſſential to the general commercial 
intereſts of the empire, that, ſo long as the parliament of this 
kingdom ſhall think it adviſeable that the commerce to the 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of 
Magellan, ſhall be carried on ſolely by an excluſive company, 
having liberty to 1mport into the port of London only, no goods 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the ſaid countries 
ſhould be allowed to be imported into Ireland but through Great 
Britain; except dye ſtuffs, drugs, cotton or other wool, and 
ſpiceries, which may be imported into ireland from foreign Eu- 
ropean countries, ſo long as the fame are importable from foreign 
European countries into Great Britain: And that it ſhall be 
lawful to export ſuch goods of the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of any of the countries beyond the Cap» ot Good Hope 
to the Streights of Magellan, from Great Britcam to Ireland, 
with the ſame duties retained thereon as are now retained on 
their being exported to that kingdom, but that an account ſhall 
be kept of the duties retained and not drawn back on the ſaid 
goods exported to Ireland, d that the amount thereof ſhall be 
remitted, by the Receiver General of his Majeſty's cuitoms in 
Great Britain, to the proper officer of the revenue in Ireland, 
to be placed to the account of his Majeſty's revenue there, tub- 
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ject to the diſpoſal of the parliament of that kingdom; and that 
the ſhips going from Great Britain to any of the ſaid countries 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, 
ſhould not be reſtrained from touching at any of the ports in 
Ireland, and taking on board there any of the goods of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of that kingdom; and that 
no ſhips be allowed to clear out from Ireland for any of the faid 
countries, but ſuch ſhips as ſhall be freighted by the ſaid com- 
pany, and which ſhall have ſailed from the port of London : 
And that, whenever the commerce to the ſaid countries ſhall 
ceaſe to be ſo carried on ſolely by ſuch an excluſive company, 
the goods, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the ſaid 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of 
Magellan, ſhould be importable into Ireland from the Britiſb 
or foreign ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, ſubjef to the ſame duties 
and regulations as the like goods from time to time ſhall be ſubjett 
to on importation into Great Britain; and if prohibited to be im- 
ported into Great Britain, ſhould in like manner be prohibited 
frem being imported into Ireland. eB 
X. Reſolved, I hat no prohibition ſhould exiſt, in either 
country, againſt the importation, uſe, or ſale of any article, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the other, except ſuch: 
as either kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, 
upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits ; and except ſuch 
= prokibitions, at preſent contained in any act of the 
ritith or Iriſh parliaments, as do not abſolutely prevent the 
importation of goods or manufactures, or materials of manu- 
factures, but only regulate the weight, the ſize, the packages, 
or other particular circumſtances, or preſcribe the built or 
country, and dimenſions of the ſhips importing the ſame ; and 
alſo except on ammunition, arms, gunpowder, and other uten- 
ſils of war, importable only by virtue of his Majeſty's licence 
and that the duty on the importation of every ſuch article (if 
ſubject to duty in either country) ſhould be preciſely the fame in 
the one country as in the other, except where an addition may 
be neceſſary in either country, in conſequence of an internal duty 
on any ſuch article of its own conſumption, or an internal 
bounty in the country where ſuch article is grown, produced, 
or manufactured; and except ſuch duties as either kingdom may 
judge expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, 
flour, and biſcuits. | 15 3 N 
XI. Reſolved, That, in all caſes where the duties on arti- 
cles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of either country, 
are different on the importation into the other, it is expedient 
that they ſnould be reduced, in the kingdom where they are K 
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higheſt, to an amount not exceeding the amount. which was, 
payable in the other on the 17th day of May, 1782, ſo that 
where any article was charged with a duty on importation into, 
Ireland of ten and a half per centum or upwards, on the 17th 
day of May 1782, the ſame amount ſhall not be lefs than ſuch: 
duty of ten and a half per centum; and that all juch articles 
ſhould be exportable, from the kingdom into which they ſhall 
be imported, as free from duties as the ſimilar commodities or 
home manufacture of the ſame kingdom: Provided always, 
That when any ſuch articles ſhall be liable, in either country, to. 
any duty on being exported to any foreign country, the ſame arti- 
elcs, when re-exported from either of the ſaid kingdoms into 
which they ſhall have been ſo imported as aforeſaid, ſhall pay. 
the like duties as if they had been originally exportgd from the 
kingdem of their growth, produce, or manufacture, to ſuch 
foreign country. 92 
XII. Reſolved, That it is alſo proper, that, in all caſes. 
where the articles of the conſumption of either kingdom ſhall be 
charged with an internal duty on the manufacture, the ſame 
manufacture, when imported from the other, may be charged 
with a farther duty on importation, adequate to countervail the 
internal duty on the manufaRure, ſuch farther duty to continue. 
ſo long only as the internal conſumption ſhall be charged with 
the duty or duties to balance which it hall be impoſed, /o that 
the countervailing duty to be paid upon manufactured ſalt :11ported. 
into any part of Great Britain, ſhall be computed upon the inter- 
nal duty payable thereon in England; and that, where there is a 
duty on the raw material of any manufacture in either kingdom, 
ſuch manufacture may, on its importation into the ſaid kingdom 
from the other, be charged with ſuch a countervailing duty as 
may be ſufficient to ſubject the ſame to burthens adequate to 
thoſe which ſuch manufacture is ſubject to, in conſequence of. 
ſuch duties on ſuch raw material in the kingdom into which 
ſuch manufactures is fo to be imported; and that the ſaid manu- 
factures, ſo imported, ſhall be entitled to ſuch drawbacks or 
bounties on exportation, as may leave the fame ſubject to no 
heavier burthen than the home-made manufacture ; and that, 
there a duty is payable, in either kingdom, on any article carried | 
coaſtwiſe from one port to another of the ſaid kingdom, the ſame F 
article, when imported from the other kingdom, ſhould be ſubjett. 
to the like duty. 2 | 
XIII. Retolved, "That, in order to give permaneney to the | 
ſettlement now intended to be eſtabliſhed, it is ncceitary that no 
new or additional duties ſhould*be hereafter impoſed, in either 
kingdow, on the importation of any article of the e 
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duce, or manufacture of the other, except ſuch additional duties 


as may be requiſite to balance duties on internal conſumption, 
purſuant to the foregoing reſolution, or in conſequence of boun- 
— remaining on ſuch article when exported from the other 
kingdom. | 

IV. Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it is neceſſary, 
further, that no new prohibition, or new or additional duties, 
ſhould be hereafter impoſed, in either kingdom, on the exporta- 
tion of any article of native growth, produce, or manufacture, 
from the one kingdom to the other, except ſuch as either king- 
dom may deem expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, 


malt, flour, and biſcuits: Provided, That when any article of 


the growth, produce, or manufacture of either kingdom, ſhall be 
prohibited by laws of the ſaid kingdom to be exported to foreign 
countries, — article, when exported to the other kingdom, ſhall 


be probibitett to be re-exported from thence to any foreign coun- 


Fries, 

XV. Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it is neceſſary, 
that no bounties whatſoever ſhould be paid or payable, in either 
kingdom, on the exportation of any article, to the other, except 
ſuch as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits, and except 
alſo the bounties at preſent given by Great Britain on beer and ſpi- 
rits diſtilled from corn, and ſuch as are in the nature of drawbacks 
or compenſations for duties paid; and that no bounties ſhould be 
3 in Ireland on the exportation of any article to any Bri- 
tiſh Colonies or Plantations, or to the Britiſh ſettlements on the 
Coaſt of Africa, or on the exportation of any article imported 
from the Britiſh Plantations, or from the Britiſh ſettlements on 
the Coaſt or Africa, or Britiſh ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, or 


any manufacture made of ſuch article, unleſs in caſes where a 


ſimilar bounty is payable in Great Britain on exportation from 
thence, or where ſuch bounty is merely in the nature of a draw- 


back or of compenſation of or for duties paid, over and above 


any duties paid thereon in Great Britain; and that, where any 
internal bounty thall be given, in either kingdom, on any goods 
manufactured therein, and ſhall remain on ſuch goods when ex- 
ported, a countervailing duty adequate thereto may be laid upon 
the importation of the ſaid goods intothe other kingdom. 
XVI. Reſolved, That it is expedient, for the general benefit 
of the Britiſh Empire, that the importation of articles from fo- 
reign countries ſhould be regulated, from time to time, in each 
kingdom, on ſuch terms as may effectually favour the importa- 


tion of ſimilar articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 


the other, except in the caſe of materials of manufacture, which 


are or hereafter may be allowed to be imported from foreign 


are 
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countries duty-free; and that, ia all caſes where any articles 
are or may be ſubject to higher duties on importation into this 
kingdom, from the countries belonging to any of the ſtates of 
North America, than the like goods are or may be ſubject to 
when imported as the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
Britiſh colonies and plantations, or as the produce of the fiſheries 
carried on by Britiſh ſubjects, ſuch articles ſhall be ſubject to tho 
ſame duties on importation into Ireland, from the countries be- 
longing to any of the ſtates of North America, as the ſame are 
or may be ſubject to on importation from the ſaid countries into 
this kingdom. 

XVII. Reſolved, That it is expedient that ſuch privileges of 
printing and vending books, engraving, prints, maps, charts, a 
plans, as are or may be legally poſſeſſed within Great Britain, 
under the grant of the crown or otherwiſe, and that the copy 
rights of the authors and bookſellers, the engraved property of 
engravers, print and mapſellers, of Great Britain, ſhould conti- 
nue to be protected in the manner they are at preſent by the laws 
of Great Britain ; and that it is juſt that meaſures ſhould be 
taken, by the parliament of Ireland, for giving the like protec= 
tion to the copy rights of authors and bookſelireo, and to the en- 
| wag» property of the engravers, print and mapſeller s, of that 

ingdom. 

XVIII. Reſolved, That it is expedient that ſuch excluſive 
rights and privileges, ering ſem new inventions, as are now le- 
gally poſſeſſed within Great Britain under letters patent from the 
crown, ſhall continue to be protected in the matver they are at pre- 

ent by the laws of Great Britain ; and that it is juſt that mea- 
ſures ſhould be taken by the parliament of Ireland for giving the like 
protection to ſimilar rights and privileges in that kingdom ; and 
alſo, that it is expedient that regulations ſhould be adopted, with 
reſpect to letters patent hereafter to be granted in the caſe of 
new inventions, ſo that the rights, privileges, and reſtrictions, 
therein granted and contained, ſhall be of equal force and du- 
ration throughout both kingdoms, i 

XIX. Reiolved, That it is expedient, that meaſures ſhould 
be taken to prevent diſputes touching the exerciſe of the right of 
the inhabitants of each kingdom to fiſh on the coaſts of any part 
of the Britiſh dominions. 

XX. Reſolved, That the appropriation of whatever ſum the 
groſs hereditary revenue of the kingdom of Ireland (the due col- 

ection thereof being ſecured by permanent proviſions) ſhall 
produce, after deducting all drawbacks, re- payments, or boun- 
ties granted in the nature of drawbacks, over and above the ſum 
ef {1x hundred and fitty-fix thouſand pounds in each year, towards 


e 
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the ſupport of the naval force of the empire, to be applied in ſuch 
manner as the parliament of Ireland ſhall direct, by an act to 
de paſſed for that purpoſe, will be a ſatisfactory proviſion, pro- 
——— to the growing proſperity of that kingdom, towards de- 
fraying, in time of peace, the neceſſary expences of protecting the 
trade and general intereſt of the empire. | 5 


4 . 
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The following 3 is an AUTHENTIC copy of 
Mr. PI T T's IRISH COMMERCIAL 
BILL, grounded on the PROPOSITIONS which 
have been fo long in diſcuſſion, and as it was 


read a firſt time in the Houſe of Es on 
Tueſday, Auguſt 2, 1785. | 


4 Bill for finally regulating the Intercourſe and Commerce between 
Great Britain and Ireland, on permanent and OED Prin- 
ciples, for the mutual benefit of both Kingdoms. 


HEEREAS it is highly important to the general inte- 
reſts of the Britin 3 that the intercourſe and 
commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, ſhould be finally 
regulated on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual 
benefit of both countries. 
And whereas, for that purpoſe it is expedient, that the trade be- 
tween the (aid countries, as well in articles of the 2 pro- 
duce, or manuſacture of either of them, as in thoſe of foreign 
countries, ſhould be encouraged and extended as much as poſ- 
ſible; and that a full participation of the commercial advantages 
which this kingdom may derive from any of its foreign ſettle- 
ments, colonies, or plantations, and from the excluſive privi- 
leges enjo yu the ſhips and ſeamen thereof, ſhould be ſecured 


to Irela ſame terms as the ſaid advantages are, or ſhall 
2 from = to time, enjoyed by the inhabitants of this king- 
om : 


Be it further declared by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual 3 
emporal, and Commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority ef the ſame, That it thall be held and ad- 
.. Judged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of the pre- 
ſent ſettlement, that no prohibition thall exiſt, in either of the 
| kingdoms of Great Britain or Ireland, againſt the importation, 
uſe, or ſale of any article of the growth, produce, or manufac- 


ture of the other i except ſuch as are herein 
after excepted. 


And be it further med by the K aforeſaid, That no 
prohibition ſhall exiſt in this kingdom, after the 


| on the importation, uſe, or ſale of any article, the 
N produce, or manufacture 781 Ireland, except ſuch as Ki 


4 ported from the other, may be charged with a further duty on the 
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exiſt, againſt the importation of corn, meal, malt, flour, and 
biſcuit, and alſo except ſuch qualified prohibitions which are now, 
or may hereafter be in force, as do not abſolutely prevent the 
importation of goods or manufactures, or the materials of manu- 

tures, but only regulate or preſcribe the tonnage, or dimen- 
ions, or built, or country of the ſhips or veſſels in which the ſame 
may be imported, or regulate or preſcribe the weight, fize, or 
quantity of the article to be therein imported, or the packages 
in which the ſame may be contained, or regulate, or preſcribe 
other circumſtances relative thereto ; and alſo except prohibi- 
tions reſtraining the importation for ſale. of ammunition, arms, 
EET, and other utenſils of war, unleſs by virtue of his 

ajeſty's licence ; and alſo except ſuch prohibitions as may be 
neceſſary for protecting the copy rights of authors and bookſel- 
lers, the engraved property of engtavers, and of the yenders of 
prints and maps, and all other exclufive rights and privileges, 
which are or may be formed in this kingdom, for the encourage- 
ment of new inventions, to bodies corporate or individuals, by 
acts of parliament, grants from the crown, or otherwiſe. 

And be it further declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it 
ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential con- 
dition of the preſent ſettlement, that in all caſes in which there is 
a difference between the duties on articles of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of Great Britain, when imported into 
Great Britain, the duties on ſuch articles ſhould be reduced, in 
the kingdom, where they are hizheſt, to an antount not exceed- 
ing the duties which were payable in the other on the ryth of 
May, 17823 fo that in every caſe in which any article was 
charged with a duty on importation into Ireland of 10l. 10s, 
per cent. or upwards, on the 17th day of May, 1782, the amount 

of the ſaid duties ſo reduced ſhall not be Jeſs than the ſaid duty ot 
*xel. 10s. per cent. and that all articles which are now importable 
duty free into either kingdom from the other, ſaall hereafter be 
imported duty free into each kingdom from the other reſpectively: 
"De it therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
de lav ful to import into this kingdom, all goods of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture vf Ireland (except as herein excepted) 
ſubject to ſuch rates and duties as aforeſaid, to be fixed and af- 
certained in the manner to be herein after directed. 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 

held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of 
the preſent ſett ement, that in all caſes in which the articles of 
the conſumption of either kingdom ſhall be charged with an in- 
" ternal duty on the manufacture, ſuch manufacture, when im- 


Im- 
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importation, adequate to countervail the duty, on the manꝝ - 
Kaclurg; and that in all caſes in which there be a duty in 
either kingdom on the raw material of any manufacture, 
manufacture may, on its importation from the other kingdom, 
be charged with a countervailing duty as may be ſufficient $0 
ſubject the ſame to burthens adequate to thoſe to which ſuch 
manufacture is ſubject, in conſequence of, ſuch. duties on ſuch | 
raw materials, in the kingdom into which ſuch manufacture may 
be ſo. imported; and that in all caſes in which a bounty ſhall be 
given, in either kingdom, on any articles manufact therein, 
which ſhall remain on ſuch articles when exported to the other, 
ſuch articles may be charged with a further duty, in the kingdom 
into which they ſhall be imported, ſufficient to counteryall ſuch 
bounty remaining thereon : Provided always, That the duty to 
de impgſed upon manufactured ſalt, imported into any part of 
Great Britain, in order to countervail the internal duty thereon, 
' ſhall be computed according to the rate of the internal duty pay- 
able thereon in, England. . ©... I dn 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of 
the preſent ſettlement, that no new or additional duty or duties 
Mall be hereafter impoſed, in either kingdom, on the im ion 
of any article of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the other, 
except ſuch counteryailing duties as may from time to time be 
impoſed, as herein before provided, in conſequence of any internal 
duty on the manufacture, or of any duty on the raw material of 
which ſuch manufacture is compoſed, or of any bounty given on 
any goods manufactured in the other kingdom, and remaining 
on ſuch goods when exported therefrom ; and that ſuch counter- 
yalling duties to be impoſed as aforeſaid, ſhall continue fo long 
g ny as the internal conſumption fhall be charged with the dut 
or duties on the manufacture or raw material which ſuch duty 
impoſed ſhall have been intended to countervail, or as ſuch article 
hall retain, on exportation from the other kingdom, the bounty 
which ſuch duty be impoſed ſhall have, been intended to counter- 
l. 9 RN | 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 
; held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of 
the preſent ſettlement, that no new prohibition, or new or ad- 
ditional duties, ſhall hereafter be impoſed, in either kingdom, 
on the exportation of any article of native growth, produce, or 
manufacture, from one kingdom to the other, except ſuch as 
either kingdom may deem expedient, from time to time, upon 
corn, meal, malt, flour, and-biſcuit. | 
„ P rovided always, and it is hereby declared dy the authority | 
. aforefaid, to be — 7 ellential condition of the pre- 
| *C2 ſent 


un 


Fan any ric? of ht growth, prick, 
or manufacture of either kingdom ſhall be pore? by 50 
"laws of the ſaid kingdom to be exported to foreign countries, 
the ſame articles, when exported to the other kingdom, ſhall 
be prohibited to be re- exported from thence to any foreign 


1 0 And bet declared by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of 
the preſent ſettlement, Thatno bounties whatever ſhould be paid 
or payable, in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article 
to the other, except ſuch as relate to corn, malt, meal, flour, 
and bilcuit ; and except alſo the bounties at preſent given on 
beer, and fpirits diſtilled from corn; and ſuch as are in the na- 
ture of drawbacks or compenſations for duties paid: Be it there- 
fore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all bounties now 
© payable in Great Britain, by virtue of any act or acts of parli- 
ament, on the exportation of any articles to Ireland, ſhall ceaſe 
and determine, and be no longer paid. or payable, from and 
ae | except the bounties now A ran on 
beer, and fpirits diſtilled from corn; and except any bounties 
© which relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits; and 
' ſuch as are in the nature of drawbacks, or compenſations 
"or dated, 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental ana elſential condition of 
the preſent ſettlement, that all articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland ſhould be exportable, 
from the kingdom into which they ſhall be imported from the 
other, as free from duties as ſimilar commodities of the ſame 
kingdom; and that all manufactures of either kingdom, im- 
rted into the other, ſhall be intitled to ſuch drawbacks or 
bounties, on exportation from the kingdom into which they 
hall have been ſo imported, as may leave the fame ſubject to no 
heavier burthens than the home-made manufactures of ſuch 
kingdom ; and that when any ſuch articles ſhall be liable, in 
either kingdom, to any duty on being exported to any. foreign 
country, the ſame articles, if they ſhall have been imported 
from ſuch kingdom into the other, ſhall, on exportation from 
ſuch other kingdom to any foreign countries, pay the ſame du- 
ties as they would have been liable to on exportation from the 
kingdom of their growth, produce, or manufacture, to ſuch 
foreign country or countries : Be. | 
And be it therefore enacted hy the authority aforeſaid, That 
all articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Ireland, 
imported into Great Britain, ſhall be intitled to ſuch freedom 
- or 
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[ar exemption from. duty, and, to fuck drawbacks, or bounties 
in the nature of drawbacks, , on, exportation from Great 
Britain to any place or country whatever, as may render 
them ſubject, on ſuch Jen to no heavier bur - 
then than "4 ike articles, 


tion therefrom. to the ſame countries or places 
.ly; and that all 5 of og oped produce, or manufacture 
of Ireland ported from this Kingdom to 
forign counry be Hed tems day 4 * — or duties to-whi 
they would have 5% 1 * on being e exported directly from 


Bel nd to ſuch. foteign country 
| — ty in order * 829 bonnties, and 
. drawbacks, which may take place as afoteſaid, on the i importa- 


tion of the articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 


either kingdom into the other, or on the exportation of the ar- 

ticles of the growth, prod or manuſacture of either kingdom 

from thence to the other ee exportation of 5 

the growth, produce, or manufacture of either — — — 
— to any foreign countries, it CB A e e 

| ppointed, in each kingdom, to prepare a 1 or ſche- 
pou bs laid before. the Parliaments of both ki 

for their conſideration anch apps; be it enacted by the au- 


thority aforeſaid, That ſhall, and they are 


hereby authorized and ;mgowennd to meet, .confer, and conſult 
touching the formation of ſuch ſchedule or ſchedules as aforeſai, 
or any particulars relative, thereto, with any perſon or perſons 
vho may be appointed for the like purpoſe by virtue of any act of 
the Parliament of Ireland 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
ſhall, and they are hereby required to lay, with all convenient 
fpeed, ſuch ſchedule or ſchedules, and a report of their proceed- 
ings relative to the formation, thereof, before the Houſe of Com- 
mons of Great Britain. 


And be it e by the. authority aforehaid, | That the 


ſaid ſhall, and they are hereby, authorized 


and impowered to examine upon oath any perſons whatever, who 
ſhall be willing to be ſo examined, touching any matter relative 


tothe formation of the ſaid fchedules. oy | 2 
And be it further enacted, That the ſaid - ſhall, 
mg before the take and ſubſcribe the. follow. 


oath before the Chancellor of his Majeſty's Exchequer, or 
ore any one of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer : ; 
«* I A. B. do ſwear, That, as a Commiſ- 
« fioner appointed by virtue of an Ac, 
« intituled I will, to the 
« beſt 


he growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of Great Britain, are or may be byes, i to on exporta- 


reſpectivs- 


1 


. © beſt of my judgment and ability, 
4 faithfully ind impartially diſchar 
the truſt thereby re in me, 

. « without favour or affection to any 

s « perſon orperſons whatever, Wh] 

wag © So help me GOD.” 

And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, I hat it ſhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of 
the preſent nt, that all articles, not the growth, produce 
or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland (except thoſe of the 
growth, uce, or manufacture of any countries beyond the 
ape of Hope to the Streights of Magellan, during ſuch 
time as the trade to the ſaid countries ſhall continue to be carri- 
ed on by an excluſive Company, having liberty to import into 
the port of London only) ſhall be imported into each kingdom 
from the other, reciprocally; under the ſame regulations, and 

- at the ſame duties (if ſubject to duties) to which they would 

be liable when imported directly from the country er place 

from whence the ſame may have been imported into Great 

Britain or Ireland reſpectively, as the caſe may be: Be it 

therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and 

may be lawful to import from Ireland into Great Britain in ſhips 

- navigated according to law, all goods not the growth, produce, 

or manufacture of Great Britain, or Ireland (except thoſe of the 

growth, produce, or manufacture of the countries beyond the 

- Cage of Good — * to the Streights of Magellan during ſuch 

time as the trade ſhall continue to be carried on by an excluſive 

Company, having liberty to import into the port of London only) 

under the ſame regulations, and at the ſame duties, to which ſuch 

goods would be liable when imported directly from the country 
or place from whence the fame may have been imported inta 
Ireland. | 6 | 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eflential condition of 
the preſent ſettlement, that all duties originally paid on the impor- 
tation of ſuch goods into either kingdom reſpectively, ſhall be 
fully drawn back, within a time to be limited, on the exporta- 
tion to Ireland from Great Britain. of arrack, foreign brandy, and 
foreign rum, and all- ſorts of ſtrong waters nat imported from 
the Britiſh Colonies in the Weſt-Ladies, and except the duties to 
be retained, as hereinafter directed, on articles exported to Ire- 
band, being the growth, produce, or manuſacture of countries 
© beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan: 
Be it therefore- enafted by the authority aforeſaid, I bat all du- 
— 25 | ties 
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ties ori inally paid or ſecured, on the importation in this king- 
dom of any goods or commodities, not being the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of Ireland, except arrack, foreign brandy, 
foreign rum, and all ſorts of ſtrong waters not imported from 
the Britiſh Colonies in the Weſt-Indies, and except the duties 
to be retained, as hereinafter directed, on articles exported to Ire- 
land, being the growth, produce, or manufacture of countries 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, 
ſhall be fully drawn back, or the ſecurity for the ſame difcharg- 
ed, on exportation thereof to Ireland, within | years 
after the importation thereof into this kingdom. 
Provided always, and be it enatted by the authority, aforeſaid, 
That no ſuch drawback ſhall be paid, or ſecurity diſcharged, 
until a certificate from the proper Officer of the Revenue in Ire- 
land, ſtating the due entry and landing of ſuch articles, ſhall be 
returned and delivered to the proper Officer of the port from 
whence the ſame ſhall have been exported, and until the ſeveral 
other particulars by law required in the caſe of drawbacks ſhall 
have been duly obſerved. 
And whereas it is highly and equally important to the intereſts 
both of Great- Britain and Ireland, and eſſential to the objects 
of the preſent ſettlement, that the laws for regulating trade and 
navigation, fo far as relates to the ſecuring excluſive privileges 
to the ſhips and mariners of Great-Britain and Ireland, and the 
Britiſh colonies and plantations, and fo far as relates to the 
regulating and reſtraining the trade of the Britiſh colonies and 
plantations, ſhould be the ſame in Great-Britain and Ireland, 
and that all ſuch laws in both kingdoms ſhould impoſe the fame 
reſtraints, and confer the ſame benefits, on the ſubjects of both, 
which can only be effected by laws to be paſſed in the Parlia- 
ments of both kingdoms (the Parliament of Great-Britain be- 
ing alone competent to bind the people of Great-Britain in any 
caſe whatever, and the Parliament of Ireland being alone com- 
77 to bind the people of Ireland in any caſe whatever); 
herefore be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it 
ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and effentiai 
condition of the preſent ſettlement, that the laws for regulating 
trade and navigation, fo far as the ſaid laws relate to the ſecuring 
excluſive privileges to the ſhips and mariners of Great-Britain, 
Ireland, and the Britiſh colomes and plantations, and to the re- 
ulating and reſtraining the trade- of the Britiſh Colonies and 
Plantations, ſhall be the ſame in Great-Bricain and Ireland, and. 
ſhall impoſe the ſame reſtraimt, and confer the ſame benefits, 
on the ſubjects of both kingdoms ; 


And 
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. And be it-therefore declared and enacted, by the authority. 
aforeſaid, That all privileges, advantages, and immunities, 
which are now.granted, or ſhall, by any law to be paſſed by the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, be hereafter granted, to. ſhips 
built in Great-Britain, or to ſhips belonging to any of his Ma- 
jelty's ſubjects reſiding in Great-Britain, or to ſhips manned by 

ritiſh ſeamen, or to ſhips. manned by certain proportions of 
Britiſh ſemen, ſhall, to all intents and purpoſes whatever, be 
enjoyed in the ſame manner, and under the ſame regulations 
and reſtrictions, reſpectively, by ſhips built in Ireland, or by 
ſhips belonging to any of his Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding in Ire- 
land, or by ſhips manned by Iriſh ſeamen, or by ſhips 
by certain proportions of Iriſh ſeamen. | 75 
Provided always, and be it declared by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That it ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and 
eſſential condition of the preſent ſettlement, that fuch regula- 
tions as ate now, or hereafter ſhall be, in force, by laws paſſed 
or to be paſled in the Parliament of Great Britain, for ſecuring 
excluſive privileges, advantages, and immunities as aforeſaid to che 
ſhips and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh 
colonies and plantations, ſhall be eſtabliſhed in Ireland, for the 
fame time and in the ſame manner as in Great Britain, by laws 
to be paſſed in the parliament of Ireland, within 
months, if the perliament of Ireland ſhall be then ſitting, or 
ſhall continue to fit for months next enſuing, 
without being prorogued or diflolved; or, lin caſe the parliament 
of Ireland ſhall not be then ſitting, and ſhall not continue to 
fit for months without being prorogued or diſ- 
ſolved, then within months after the commence- 
ment of the next enſuing ſeſſion of pariiament : provided, 
nevertheleſs, That the laws ſo to be paſled in the parliament of 
Great Britain, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, ſhall impoſe the ſame 
' reſtraints, and confer the ſame benefits, on the ſubjects of Great 
Britain and Ireland. | 

And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 

held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eftential condition of 
the preſent ſettlement, that Iriſh ſail cloth ſhall be deemed Bri- 
tiſh ſail cloth, within the meaning of an ac} of the nineteenth 
year-of his late Majeſty King George the Second, or any other 
act or acts of parliament of this kingdom reſpecting the furniſh- 
ing of ſhips with Britiſh fail cloth; and the Iriſh (ail cloth * 
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be entitled to equal preference and advantage 28 Britiſh for the 
uſe of the Britiſh navy. | 
And be it further declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it 


ſhall be held and — to be a fundamental and eſſential 


condition of the preſent ſettlement, that the people of Ireland 
now, and at all times to come, ſhall have the benefit of trading 
to and from the Britiſh colonies and plantations in the Weſt In- 
dies and America, and to and from the Britiſh ſettlements on 
the coaſt of Africa; and in the articles of their growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture, in as full and ample manner as the 

ple of this kingdom, and ſhall likewiſe have the benefit of trad- 
ing in the like ample manner to and from all ſuch colonies, 
ſettlements, and plantations, which this kingdom may hereafter 
acquire or eſtablih 

may exiſt in the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to 
the Streights of Magellan, whenever the trade with thoſe coun- 
tries ſhall ceaſe to be carried on by an excluſive company having 
liberty to import into the port of London only. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all goods 
and commodities whatever, which may at any time be legally 
imported from Great Britain into any Britiſh colonies or plan- 
tations in the Weſt Indies or America, or into any Britiſh 
ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, or into any ſuch colonies, 
ſettlements, or plantations, which this kingdom may hereaiter 
acquire or eſtabliſh, or into any Britiſh ſettlements which may 
. Exiſt in the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Streights of Magellan, whenever the commerce to the faid 
countries ſhall ceaſe to be carried on by an excluſive company, 
having liberty to import into the port of London only, may, 
in like manner, be imported into the faid colonies, ſettlements, 
or plantations, from Ireland, ſubje& only to the ſame duties 
and regulations as the like goods ſhall be ſubject to on importa- 
tion into any of the ſaid colonies, fettlements, or plantations, 
23 from Great Britain. 

Provided always, and be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, 
That it thall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſ- 
ſential condition of the * ſettlement, that all ſuch re 
tions or reſtrictions as relate to the trade with the Britiſh colo- 
nies or plantations, which are now, or ſhall hereafter be, in 
force by laws paſſed by the parliament of this kingdom, thall 
be from time io time eſtabliſhed in Ireland, by laws to be paſ- 
ſed in the parliament of Ircland within | months, 
if the par:tament of ireland ſhall be then fitting, and ſhall con- 
tinue to ſit for months next enſu ng, without being 
prorogued or dillalved ; or, in a the parliament of 1 


, and to and from ſuch Britiſh ſettlements as 
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ſhall not be then ſitting, or ſhall not continue to fit for 

| months, without being prorogued or diſſolved, then 
within months after the commencement of- the 
next enſuing ſeſſion of parliament: provided, neverthelefs, 
That the laws fo to be paſſed in the parliament of this king. 
dom, for the purpoſes aforeſaid, ſhall impoſe the ſame reſtraints, 
and confer the ſame benefits, on the ſubjects of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

Provided alſo, and be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, 
That it ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſ- 
ſential condition of the preſent ſettlement, that all goods of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of any Britiſh, or any fo- 
reign colony, in America or in the Weſt Indies, or of any of 
the Britiſh or foreign ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, and 
all peltry, rum, train oil, and whale fins, being the growth, 
— or manufacture of the countries belonging to the 

nited States of America, or being the produce of the fiſheries 
carried on by the ſubjects of the ſaid United States, ſhall, on 
importation into Ireland, be made ſubject to the ſame duties 
and regulations as the like goods are, or from time to time 
ſhalt be ſubject to, on importation into Great Britain; or if 
prohibited from being imported into Great Britain, ſhall in 
like manner be prohibited from being imported into Ireland, 

Provided always, and be it declared, That rum, being of 
the produce or manufacture of the Britifh plantations in the 
Weſt Indies, may be importable into Ireland at no higher du- 
ties than are now payable thereon ; and alſo, that all goods 
- exported from Ireland to the Britiſh colonies or plantations 
in the Weſt Indies, or in America, or to the Britiſh ſettle- 
ments on the coaſt of Africa, cr to any of the countries be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, 
fo long as the commerce to the ſaid countries ſhall continue 
to be carried on by an excluſive company, having liberty to 
import into the port of London only, or to any of the Britiſh 
ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, whenever ſuch commerce ſhall 
| ceaſe to be carried on by ſuch excluſive company, ſhall, from 
time to time, be made liable to ſuch duties, and be entitled to 
fuch drawbacks only, and be put under ſuch regulations as 
may. be »: th in order that the ſame may not be exported 
with Jeſs duties or impoſitions, than the like goods ſha } be 
burthened with when exp"rted from Great Britain: Provided 
always, T tat linen and proviſions may continue to be exported 
from Ireland to any Briciſh colony, plantation, or ſettlement, 
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Provided alſo, and be it further declared by the authority 
aforeſaid, That it ſhall be held and adjudged to be a funda- 
mental and eſſential condition of the preſent ſettlement, that 
no bounties ſhall be payable in Ireland, on the exportation of 
any article to any Britiſh colonies or plantations in America, 
or in the Welt Indies; or to the Britiſh ſettlements on the 
coaſt of Africa, or in the Eaſt Indies, or on the exportation 
of any article imported from the Britiſh colonies or plantations 
in America, or in the Weſt Indies, or from the Britiſh ſettle- 
ments on the coaſt of Africa, or in the Eaſt Indies, or of 
any manuſacture made of ſuch article, unleis in caſes where a 
ſimilar ounty is payable in Great Britain on exportation from 
then e. or where ſuch bounty is merely in the nature of a 
drawback or compenſation of and for duties paid, over and 
above any duties paid in Great Britain. 33s 
And be it dcelared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and effentjal condi» 
tion of the preſent ſettlement, that when any goods of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands, or 
any other of the Britiſh colonies or plantations, ſhall be ſhip- 
ped trom Ireland for Great Britain, they ſhall be accompa- 
nied wich ſuch original certificates of the revenue officers of 
the ſaid colonies, as ſhall be required by law on importation 
into Great Britain ; and that, when the whole quantity includ- 
ed in one certificate ſhall not be ſhipped at any one time, 
the original certificate, properly indorſed as to quantity, ſhall 
be ſent with the ficſt parcel, and to identity the remainder, if 
ſhipped within new certificates ſhall be granted 
by the proper officers of the ports in Ireland. extr cted from 
a regiſter of the original documents, ſpecifying the quantities 
before ſhipped from thence, by what veſſels, and to what 
ports: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, I hat 
when any ſhip or veſſel ſhall arrive from any port or place in 
Ireland, at any port in this kingdom, laden with any goods 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Britiſh Weit- 
India iſlands, or any other of the Britiſh colonies or planta- 
tions, no ſuch goods ſhall be admitted to be imported into this 
kingdom, unleſs accompanied with ſuch original certificates 
of the revenue officers in the ſaid colonies, as hall be required by 
law on importation into Great Britain from the ſaid colonies or 
plantations reſpectively, under ſuch regulations, reſtrictions, pe- 
nalties, and forfeitures, as the like goads are ſubject to on impor- 
tation into Great Britain from the ſaid colonies and plantations 
reſpectively, or unleſs, when the whole quantity included in one 
by 4 9 certificate 
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certificate ſhall not be ſhipped at any one time, the ori 
certificate, properly indorſed as to quantity, ſhall have been 
ſent with the firſt parcel, and the remainder ſhall have been 
ſhipped within and ſhall be accompanied with 
new certificates granted by the preper officers of the ports in 
Ireland, extracted from a iter of the original documents, 
ſpecifying the quantities before ſhipped from thence, by what 
veſſel, and to what port. 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, to be a funda- 
mental and eſſential condition of the preſent ſettlement, That 
ſo long as the commerce to the countries beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, ſhall continue to be. 
carried on by an 1 company having liberty to import 
into the port of London only, all ſhips freighted by the ſaid 
company. and which ſhall have cleared out from the port of 
London for any of the ſaid countries, ſhall be at liberty to touch 
at any of the ports of Ireland, and to take on board there any 
goods which they might take on board in Great-Britair any 
act or acts to the contrary notwithſtanding ; and that any 
goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Ireland, ex- 
orted by the Eaſt-India Company to any of the faid countries 
138 the Cape of Good Hope, ſhall be conſidered as Britifh 
goods, within the meaning of any obligation which may at any 
time exiſt upon the ſaid 1 to ſend out to thoſe coun- 
tries certain quantities of the goods of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Great-Britain; and that no ſhips ſhall be allow. 
ed to clear out from any port in Ireland, for any of the ſaid 
countries, except ſuch as ſhall be freighted by the ſaid Com- 
pany, and ſhall have failed from the port of London; and ex- 
cept ſuch toreign ſhips as might, by any law now, or hereafter 
to be in force, clear out for foreign ſettlements in the ſaid coun- 
tries, from Great-Britain, which ſhips ſhall be allowed to clear 
out from Ireland in the ſame manner as from Great-Britain ; 
and that whenever the commerce to the ſaid countries ſhall ceaſe 
to be carried on by an excluſive Company having liberty to 
import into the port of London only, the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the ſaid countries beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, ſhall be importable into 
Ireland from the Britiſh, or 2a ts ſettlements in the Eaſt- 
Indies, ſubject to the fame duties and regulations, as the like 
goods ſhall, from time to time, be ſubje& to on importation 
into Great-Britain, and if prohibited to be imported into Great 
Britain, ſhall in like manner be prohibited from being imported 
into Ireland. | 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential — 
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of the preſent ſettlement, that ſo long us the commerce to the 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of 
Magellan, ſhall be carried on ſolely by anexclutive company hav 
ing liberty to import into the port of ondon only, no goods of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the ſaid countries, ſhall be 
allowed to be imported into Ireland, but throug! Great-Britain, 
except dye ſtutfs, drugs, cotton, or other wool, and ſpiceries, 
and ſuch other articles as are, or hereafter may be importable 
into Great-Britain from foreign European countries, which 
articles may be imported into Ireland from European countrieq 
fo long as the fame are importable from foreign European coun- 
tries into Great-Britain; and that it ſhall be lawful to 27 
any goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any of 
the faid countries, from Great-Britain to Irelaud ; and that ſuch 
duties as may now by law be retained thereon on ſuch ex- 
portation ſhall continue to be ſo retained; but that an account 
ſhall be kept thereof, and that the amouiit thereof ſhall be re- 
mitted by the Receiver General of his PN Cuſtoms in 
Great-Britain, to the proper officer of his Majeſty's revenue in 
Ireland, to be placed to te account ot his Majeſty's revenue 
there, ſubject to the diſpoſal of the ¶arliament of that kingdom. 
And be it deciired by the authority aforeſaid, I hat it ſhall 
be held and adjudged u ve a fundamental and eſſential condi- 
tion of the preſent iettement, that all goods and commodities 
whatever, Walch ſhall hereafter be imported into this kingdom 
from Ireland, or into [rcland from Great-Britain, ſhould be 
put, by laws to be paſſed in the Parliaments of the two kingdoms, 
under the fame regulations, with reſpect to bonds, cockets, 
and other 1i{truncnts, to which the like goods are ſubje& in 
Faces from one port ot tais kingdom to another : Be it there- 
ore enacted, by the author.ty aforeſaid, That all goods, which 
hull be ſhi 0: put on board in any port, creek, or member 
of any port, in this -11gdom, to be carried to any port or place 
in the kingdom of Ireland, ſhall be accompanied with the like 
ſufferance and cocket, and ſubject to the like bond and ſecurity, ,, 
as are required by any law in Great-Britain fur the like goods 
pailing from one port in Great-Britain to another; and that no 
2 brought from any port or place in the kingdom of Ireland 
all de permitted to be imported into any port, creek, or mem- 
ber of any port, in this kingdom, without a ſufferance and 
cocket ſigned by the proper officer or officers of the revenue in 
Ireland, nor ſha!l be landed in this kingdom until the ſufferance 
and cocket ſhall have been produced to the proper officer of the 
Cuſtoms here, and a ſufferance granted for landing the ſame, 
until the like reſtrictions, regulations, penalties, and forfeitures, 
to 
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to which goods carried from one port of Great-Britain tk 


another are hable. , 
And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition 
bf the preſent — That the inhabitants of both kingdoms 
ſhall have an equal right to carry on fiſheries on every part of 
the ceaſts of the Britiſh dominions : Be it therefore enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That the ſubjects of his Majeſty, reſid- 
ing in Ireland, ſhall have equal privileges and advantages with 
kis Majeſty's ſubjeQs reſiding in Great- Britain, in fuhing on 
4 coaſts of Great Britain, and the territories belonging 
reto. 

And be it declared by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and efſential condition 
of the preſent ſettlement, that the importation of articles from 
foreign countries ſhall be regulated from time to time, in each 
king om, on ſuch terms as may effectually favour the importa- 
tion of ſimilar articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the other, except in the caſe of materials of manufacture 
which are, or hereafter may be, allowed. to be imported from 
foreign countries duty free. 

And be it declared and enacted by the authority aforelaid, 
That this Act, and every part thereof, ſhall commence and be 
in force on the provided that before the 
faid an act ſhall have been paſſed in the Par- 
liament of Ireland, which ſhall appropriate whatever ſum the 

ols produce of the hereditary revenue ſhall amount to, after 

ucting all drawbacks, repayments, and bounties in the na- 
ture of drawbacks, over and above the ſum of 656,000). in 
each year, towards the ſupport of the naval force of the empire, 
to be applied in ſuch manner as the Parliament of that kingdom 
ſhall direct in the ſaid Act; and which ſhall alſo provide, that it 
ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſiential con- 
dition of the preſent ſettlement, that the due colieCtion of the 
duties compoſing the ſaid hereditary revenue, ſhall be at all 
nes effectually ſecured ; and provided that before the ſaid 
an act or acts ſhall have been paſſed 

in the Parhament of Ireland, for carrying into effect, on the 
part of that kingdom, the preſent ſettlement, and all matters, 
proviſions, and regulations herein declared to be fundamental 
and eſſential conditions thereof; and provided alſo, that before 
the ſaid an act ſhall have been pafled in 
the Parliament of Great-Britain, declaring ſuch act or acts of 
the Parliament of Ireland to contain ſatisfactory proviſions for 
carrying into eflect the profent ſettlement. 
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nd be it alſo declared, That the continuance of the preſent 
ſettlement, and the duration of this Act, and of every thing 
herein contained, ſhall depend on the due obſervance, in the 
kingdom of Ireland, of the ſeveral matters herein declared to be 
fundamental and eflential conditions of the faid ſettlement, ac- 
cording to the true intent, meaning, and ſpirit thereof. 
Provided nevertheleſs, "That all the faid fundamental and 
eſſential conditions ſhall, in all times, be held and deemed to 
be, and to have been, duly obſerved in the kingdom of Ireland, 
unleſs it ſhall have been expreſsly declared, by an act of the 
rn of this kingdom, that the ſame have not been duly 
obſerved, | | 
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